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Abstract

Intelligent handling of identity threats based on religion, given the increasing
role of identity-based perceptions in society, is one of the most important
requirements of Islamic society to protect religious identity. In this way,
conscious knowledge and understanding of Amir al-Mu'minin’s tradition as a
glorious and unique character in the history of Islamic civilization in the face
of these threats provides a firm structural, methodological and content
framework. On this basis, the present study, with a descriptive and analytical
approach, seeks to answer the question of what approaches Amir al-
Mu'minin took in the face of identity threats. For typological analysis of the
actions of Imam, three strategies including preventive confrontation, control
and remedial strategies, which constitute all the actions of Imam, are
considered.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important requirements for the process-oriented nature of
identity is that due to the continuous induction of identity threats by
enemies of identity, identity demarcations should be maintained and
protected by continuous monitoring of these risks.

In fact, identity threats can be divided into two types: those related to
the distortion of religious identity and threats related to the destruction of
religious identity. The threats that do not attack the shape and form of
identity, but put religious identity at risk with a one-dimensional view or
creating heresies in religion, are classified as distortion threats. On the
other hand, the threats created with the aim of completely destroying
religion and rejecting and removing it from the society are known as
destructive threats. However, in general, realization of each of these
threats leads to the removal of the original religious identity from the
society.

The biography of Amir al-Mu'minin, peace be upon him, as a glorious
and irreplaceable background in the history of Islamic civilization,
provides the possibility to achieve a reliable model of encountering with
identity threats by reinterpreting, analyzing and examining its various
aspects and fields.

2. Theoretical Framework

Identity combines two contradictory meanings: absolute sameness and
uniformity, on the one hand, and differentiation, on the other, with
stability over time (Golmohammadi, 2009: 222).

Anthony Giddens believes about Identity is related to people's
perception of who they are and what is meaningful to them. These
understandings are formed in connection with certain characteristics that
have priority over other sources of meaning. Some of the main sources of
identity are nationality or ethnicity and social class (Giddens, 2016: 45).

Overall, identity can be defined as follows: a conscious knowledge,
which is the result of the various commonalities and differences of the
individual and the society, and entails a sense of belonging and
commitment.

Any potential and possible political, military, economic and cultural
action that endangers the existence and vital goals of an individual,
institution or country is considered a threat, and the purpose of any type
of threat is to influence the thought and impose the will of the opposing
force (Zarvandi, 2016: 120-119).
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What is meant by identity threats is a set of potential and actual dangers
and harms that are created with the aim of confusion and disturbance in
the defining and distinguishing borders of a single identity.

3. Purposes

The loss of "religious identity” is similar to suffering from a kind of
amnesia that deprives a Muslim of almost all his social capabilities.
Religious identity has a decisive role in the consistency and durability of
the life of a religious community, and it even assumes a special role in
determining the path of collective life in the future and national goals.

The purpose of this study is to take a step towards developing a model of
religious identity formation by delving into the speech and behavior of
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) in line with encountering identity
threats.

4. Findings

The continuous monitoring of threats makes the way of confronting those
dangers different in different situations. A part of these actions is to
prevent the occurrence of identity crises, which leads to the safety of the
society before the threats materialize. In the system of identity formation
of the government of Amir al-Muminin, peace be upon him, security
given to the identity is a factor which protects the religious identity
against a major part of the threats.

One of the preventive measures of His Holiness is raising awareness in
the society by educating the people in order to secure their religious
identity. The importance of educating the people was such that whenever
he did not have to go for Jihad, he would teach the people and judge
among them (lbn Fahad Hali, 1407: 111).

Another category of countermeasures is specific to the time when
threats are potentially present in the society, and therefore control and
transformation management turns threats into opportunities. Conflict
management can be defined as using the most intelligent method to
encounter conflict or change its direction towards effectiveness and goals
of the organization or society (Najafian, Alavi, 2011: 50).

The ‘tribe’, which was once a source of many quarrels and conflicts,
turned into a unified and impenetrable stronghold against the enemy with
the measures adopted by Amir al-Mu'menin, peace be upon him, and
created legends. During the battle of Safin, when the Akkians from
Muawiya's army attacked the Hamdan tribe from the Imam's army, the
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men of Hamdan stood against them with their bravery forcing them to
retreat (Manqari, 2022: 437).

Another factor that covered identity conflicts and dualities was the
dominance of "religious identity" over "racial and tribal identity”. In other
words, in the cases where these two were against each other, there was the
will and power to set aside the tribal identity. Moreover, the Arab tribes
from both sides turned against each other in the line of battle, in such a
way that every tribe fought with their relatives in the tribe (Ibn Atham,
1411: 3/86).

And the third type of encountering threats is related to dangers that
have permeated the society since the past and requires providing a logical
and fixed criterion for how to encounter them. Among the things that can
determine the difference between authentic identity and false identity as a
measure of identity desirability in the process of measurement, acceptance
and selection is the "centrality of truth ".

Arrogance, according to Imam Ali, is the origin of rebellion (Tamimi
Amadi, 1410: 162) and is the basis for the formation of tyrant in its
various dimensions. The word "taghut” means someone who fights
against the people, the religion of truth, the law, virtue, and justice, and
exploits people and usurps their rights. Such a person is a tyrant; And this
meaning is not exclusive to the political realm (Hakimi, 1380: 327/3).

In the distinguishing logic of the Alavi discourse, supremacy and self-
righteousness, which leads to the exclusion and weakness of another
group in the society, is considered as ‘others’.

The cancellation of non-religious readings of identity and precise and
divine demarcation with the rejected political, economic, and intellectual
‘others’ provides the ideal system of identity based on the criteria of
religion.
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