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Abstract

This study was an attempt to explain the model of good speech from the
perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah and examine the status of the curriculum of
second grade of primary school in terms of the amount of attention to the
mentioned model. For this purpose, the descriptive-analytical method was
used to explain the model of good speech from the perspective of Nahj al-
Balaghah and the content analysis method with a quantitative approach was
used to assess the status of the curriculum of the second grade in primary
school. In the first part of the study, indicators in the form of content
characteristics of good speech such as truth of speech, God-centeredness in
speech, non-futility of speech, and expressive features such as simplicity and
fluency of speech as well as positive moral principles of good speech
including knowledge of speech, reliance on reason, situationalism and
chronology, conformity of speech with action, use of consultation in speech,
and the necessity of honesty in speech, and negative moral principles such as
refraining from rhetoric, refraining from lying were obtained. In the second
part of the study, the results of content analysis of the curriculum of the
second elementary grade showed that the components of the need to use
consulting with 22.03 had the highest amount of content, and knowledge of
speech and conformity of speech with action, with 1.69 had the least amount
of content.
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1. Theoretical framework

Language is an inherent means of social interaction', and speech has the
greatest scope and influence among human communication behaviors and
is the most obvious distinction between humans and animals. In numerous
Quranic verses, God has discussed how to speak in addition to
emphasizing the blessing of speech, and has referred to the frameworks of
a great speech pointing to such characteristics as judicious speaking and
good speech, accompanying sayings with deeds and actions and
expressiveness and clarity of speech.

Nahj al-Balagha is one of the important religious sources from which
an ideal framework and model of good speech can be extracted and taught
to students. From the perspective of Imam (a.s.), speaking well is an
important ability and skill that must be learned, because the correct and
timely use of this skill can lead to the worldly and hereafter good of a
person and his/her happiness, and vice versa. Learning the speaking
etiquette is one of the necessary skills to enter the human society.

The lack of these skills causes a person to engage in ineffective and
inconsistent behavior in the face of pressure. Teaching such skills enables
the child to plan purposeful and appropriate behavior. On the other hand,
schools play an important role in the social and balanced development of
children due to the importance of developing social skills from early
childhood and the impact of relationships and social environment
including informal interactions and systematic programs on children's
development.

2. Method
The present study is based on a qualitative approach and relies on a
descriptive-analytical method due to the nature of the first part, which
seeks to describe and explain the great speech model, including extracting
indicators of great speech and positive and negative moral principles
governing it; And also given the method of data collection, which is
mainly based on the study of documents and the review of existing
literature in this field - mainly including Nahj al-Balagha and the
statements of Imam Ali (AS) and the related research, text analysis
method was used to analyze the data.

The results of the studies obtained from this part were recorded in slips,
tables and forms, and at the end, the necessary measures were taken to

1. Language is an inherent tool for social interaction — a system that human beings rely on to
socialise and to strengthen social bonds with others. Language is an integral factor for a nation's
culture and provides for a nation's 'cultural capital'.
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describe, code, classify, interpret and exploit them. The method of content
analysis with a quantitative approach was used in the second part of the
study, that is, examining the status of the curriculum of the second grade
of elementary school in terms of the level of attention to this model. This
method is a way to objectively, systematically and quantitatively describe
the content of the material and measure the variables and analyze them.
According to this method, the content of the textbooks of the second
grade of elementary school was analyzed - including: Persian, Heaven
gifts, and Social Studies in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades of
elementary school-according to the indicators and ethical principles
obtained about good speech from the point of view of Nahj al-Balaghah.

4. Conclusion

According to the words of Imam Ali (a.s.), the indicators of good speech
were extracted in two categories: content characteristics (truthfulness and
clarity of speech, God-centeredness in speech, cancellation and non-
usefulness of speech) and expressive characteristics of speech (simplicity
and fluency of speech, good speech), the ability to speak and the
eloquence of speech), and affirmative moral principles (having
knowledge of speech, relying on reason, situation and chronology,
compliance of one’s words with one’s actions, paying attention to the
words and not to the speaker, secrecy in words, the need to use
consultation in speech, honesty in speech) and negative moral principles
(avoiding gossip, lying, suspicion, excessive praise and praise, and
reproaching).

The second part of this study examined the curriculum of the second
grade of elementary school with an emphasis on textbooks of Persian,
Heaven gifts and Social Studies in terms of the amount of attention paid
to good speech and its manners in education, and it was found that the
amount of attention was 5.08 for God-centeredness in speech, 1.69 for
knowledge of speech, 15.25 for cancellation and non-usefulness of
speech, 1.69 for compliance of speech with action, 22.03 for the necessity
of using consultation in speech, 11.86 for honesty in speech, 3.38 for
avoiding gossip, 8.47 for avoiding backsliding, 13.55 for avoiding lying,
5.08 for avoiding suspicion, 3.38 for avoiding excessive praise, and 8.47
for avoiding reproaching.

According to the results, the components of knowledge of words and
compliance of words with deeds (which received the least amount of
attention) lead to the non-observance of components such as God-
centeredness and truthfulness of words. The lack of sufficient attention to
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these basic components naturally prepares the ground for the presence of
various speech defects and causes the growth and development of vices
such as lying, prejudice against one's opinion, acts of violence and
harming oneself and society. According to the results of this section, not
enough attention has been paid by the texts and curriculum of the second
grade of elementary school to education about good speech and its
manners and they are seriously far from the desired situation.
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