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Abstract

In a discourse process, many various elements should play their roles well
for the connection between people to be formed in order to affect convince
the audience.

One of these elements is determining various language strategies and tools
through which an eloguent speaker can increase the effectiveness of his/her
speech by knowing it and awareness of where and when to use them. The
pragmatic competence of the speaker in determining the special mechanisms
and tools of any strategy guarantees the executive action of the receiver. One
of these strategies is the guiding strategy. Based on this strategy, a speaker
wants to affect audience and make him/her do special things by using
instructions, advices and dictations. This article aims to investigate the
guidance strategy in the letter of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) to ‘Uthman
bin Hunayf, his agent in Basra, using the descriptive-analytical method. The
results of the study show that Amir al-Mu'minin Ali, peace be upon him, as a
unique orator in the social political history of Islam, using various discourse
strategies, including the guiding strategy, made the thoughts of the audience
dynamic in their real world or in the world of the mind. The diversity of
guidance mechanisms such as using indirect dynamic verbs, reprimanding
and warning sentences and interrogative consecutive sentences, moreover
the harmony caused by words and rhythm play a big role in the process of
persuading the audience. The use of speech act with a higher frequency
shows the dominance of the respective strategy, followed by the questioning
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mechanism as a means of challenging the audience's mind to find a logical
answer and persuading him/her through inference. The first part of the letter
is reprimanding, but after that, guidance becomes more dominant until the
end of the letter.

Keywords: Justification strategy, Discourse of Amir al-Momenin, Othman-
Ben-Hunayf, Pragmatics, Context, Authority.

1. Theoretical framework

Using different strategies and its different linguistic instruments is a great
point for having an effective discourse that a spokesman should be aware
of to achieve the main goal, i.e.,, connection and, subsequently,
effectiveness. Guiding strategy is the way the sender wants to present
those advices and dictation and guidelines which are beneficial for the
audience and justification is not simply a linguistic action here but one of
the uses of language that is based on Halliday’s classification and pays
attention to the relationship between people because language acts as a
demonstration of the sender’s behavior and its effect on the attitude and
behavior of the audience (Maghboul, 2014: 549). Anvar Abdul- Hamid
Mousa also believes that the guiding function of language, as one of the
linguistic functions, is concerned with using language for affecting
others’ behavior and their position and thoughts (2016: 18). From this
perspective, discourse with guiding strategy is pressure on audience and
even intervention in different levels and leading him/her to an action in
future (Al-Shahri,2004: 322).

Power in discourse is either legal or illegal and texts are often a space
for social quarrel seeking sovereignty and control (Foodak and Mayer:
2014: 184). In guiding strategy, the determinative element in speech
diffusion is sovereignty. In fact, speech from the perspective of the
message sender’s power of inducement and persuasion and attention is to
get his/her point across and achieve his/her goal. Therefore, “sovereignty”
has a basic rule in creating and interpreting besides giving it functional
and executive power (Al- Shahri, 2004: 220). Instruments and elements
like proclamation methods, interrogation, imperative structure, words
guidance, and mentioning the results of the actions are some of the
effective elements in guiding the audience. Each of these fulfils its
guiding function depending on the guiding context, style and role.

2. Method
The present study tries to study the discourse in 45" letter of Nahj al-
Balaghah from Imam Ali to Othman Ebne Hunayf based on pragmatics
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and by descriptive- analytic method to discover the deep layers of
meaning in Imam Ali’s speeches. The number of sentences with complete
and independent meanings is examined and according to the type of the
sentence and the vacillation they have in justifying the audience and also
some of the words of this letter and their level of guiding power are
examined and critically analyzed taking into account their external and
internal context. The book Strategiate Al- Khetab by Abdolhadi- Ibne-
Zafer Al-Shahri was also used to explain some of the expressions and
definitions in pragmatics.

3. Conclusion

Imam Ali, as a great speaker, has shown his art in his use of different
speech strategies. The diversity in addressing the receiver in this letter
and using different linguistic elements attract the audience better leading
them toward the goal, increasing the effect of the language on audience
and also leading them to the goal, increasing the effect of language and
other attractions, indicating the skills of Imam Ali in eloquence and, from
the audience’s point of view, is indicative of using and involving their
mind by the speaker ensuring that they are guided whenever they make a
mistakes (in their interpretation). The letter starts with a proclamation and
continues with imperative sentences, indicative sentences in creating
meanings, interrogative sentences, verbal nouns, and oath; each of these
elements have their own share in affecting the audience. Interrogative
sentences after indirect speech like indicative sentences that Imam Ali
uses for expressing his characteristics are more prevalent and the reason is
the eagerness of Imam Ali and his determination to exactly implement the
teachings of Islam by creating questions in the mind of the audience and
making them think.

At the beginning of the letter, using words according to clarity of
meaning and imaging power of these words for convincing the audience
shows the prevalent use of sovereignty by Imam Ali because of Othman’s
mistakes and punishing him. In other words, using these words together
and the coherence resulting from them, on the one hand, Imam Ali
explains the details of what happened in the respective ceremony and, on
the other hand, using second person pronouns and repeating them, he
threatens the audience. Religious sovereignty besides political
sovereignty guarantees the guidance action of Imam Ali toward the agents
because all of them are aware of sensitivity of Imam Ali toward religious
matters. However, since most of these messages have indicative and
indirect sentences, the strategy of Imam Ali can be considered as delicate
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and reverential. In speech texture, imperative sentences and inductive
sentences with (Ala and Enna), types, verbal nouns, proclamation method,
and other elements all create a coherent intertwined whole in line with the
inducement of the ideology dominating the speech.
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- Brown, P. and Levinson, S. (1987). Politeness: Some universals in language
usage; Cambridge University Pess.





