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Abstract

One of the most important issues in the field of accounting and financial
auditing is the independence of the auditor. Sometimes, conflicts of personal
and professional interests make it difficult for the auditor to provide services,
and if s/he lacks religious and professional ethics, s/he will be pressured and
threatened by managers and employers. This ultimately weakens the auditor's
confidence and auditing activities. The current research in Nahj ul-Balaghah
has found teachings that go beyond the executive standards of today's
societies, and emphasizes the external and internal independence of the
auditor. The present study is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative-
quantitative in terms of method of implementation and the semantic units from
the interviews were measured quantitatively. One-sample t-test using the
SPSS software was used for data analysis after distribution of the
questionnaires to the statistical community of the Tehran Auditing
Organization. Imam Ali (A.S)'s reliable executive standard has two parts,
individual-oriented and society-oriented, and in terms of influence on auditor
independence, individual-oriented teachings have the highest influence.
Among these teachings, "honesty and frankness™ have the highest and "Piety
and contentment” have the least influence. Furthermore, in general and
community-oriented teachings, "absence of unconventional relationships™ has
the greatest influence and "existence of supervisory institutions" has the
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lowest.
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1. Introduction

Today, on the one hand, with the increasing complexity of business units
and financial institutions and their urgent need for accounting and
auditing, and on the other hand, the conflict of professional and personal
interests or threats and bribery by managers, may influence the auditors,
and they may fabricate accounts.

Despite such risks, if the auditor does not have religious and

professional ethics, his/her ability to perform his/her duties impartially
and quickly will decrease and he/she will not be able to have a correct and
clear report on the financial affairs of the relevant organization because
the authoritarian atmosphere governing some organizations does not
tolerate an open economic atmosphere and, far from any constructive
criticism, confronts free-thinking and independence.
Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (A.S) points out the superiority of the arbitrator
over the claimants such that the latter do not impose their judgment on the
former by argument and stubbornness: "Choose the best people for the
position of judgement, the one for whom the job is not difficult and on
whom the disputants will not impose their opinion " (Nahj al-Balaghah,
Letter/53).

The auditor's independence framework is formed according to the
culture and ethics of the society. In the Islamic Iran, it is also necessary to
define these limits based on the rich culture of Islam, which has
guaranteed a good life in this world and the hereafter. The appropriateness
of the auditing professional code of conduct and authentic Islamic sources
should be measured, and the degree of harmony between religious
teachings and the concepts used in the auditor's independence should be
checked. Unfortunately, this issue, despite its special importance, does not
have a significant research background. Except for one study entitled
"Investigation of auditors' professional code of conduct from the
perspective of the Qur'an™, other studies on the auditor's independence did
not have a religious view of the subject. Accordingly, this study finds a
suitable, consistent and trial-and-error standard that can be extracted from
the traditions of a great man such as Imam Ali (A.S); an innocent human
being who at some point in time was the executor of divine view in the
society and whose words and actions were beyond time and space.
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2. Method

The present study is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative and
quantitative in terms of the implementation process, and it was introduced
in a field-based form, and the semantic units from the interviews were
measured quantitatively. The data collected from the questionnaires
distributed among the statistical community of Tehran Auditing
Organization was analyzed using one-sample t-test on the SPSS software
version 18.

3. Discussion

This article examines the behavioral and implemented principles related
to maintaining and strengthening the auditor's independence and tries to
investigate the community-oriented and individual-oriented teachings
affecting the auditor's independence from the perspective of Imam Ali
(a.s.). And quantitatively, and to examine what the outcome and function
of each statement can be from the auditors' point of view.

4. Community-centered teachings effective in auditor’s independence
The community-oriented or general teachings affecting the auditor's
independence in Nahj al-Balaghah are: monitoring (Letter/53; Ibn-Abil-
Hadid, 1387: vol.17 p.69; Vafadar and Dadbeh, 1392: pp.108-107),
ranking of audit institutions, and the auditors themselves. (Makarem
Shirazi, 1375: vol.10 p.430; Mehrabi, 1394: p.41), encouragement and
punishment (Letter/53), periodic changing of the auditor’s place of work
(Sajadi, 1397: vol.1 p.155; Pour Ezzat, 1388: p.62), lack of friendship and
kinship with employer (Amedi, 1366: p.481; Khansari, 1408: vol.4
p.356), group and party affiliation, hindrance of free thinking
(Sermon/170; Ibn-Shahr-ashoub: vol.1 p.324), the right to exercise
professional judgment (Letter/31; See: Jordaq, 1373: p.217) and payment
of appropriate remuneration (Letter/53; Khoei, 1400: vol.20 p.240;
Behzadiyan and Izadinia, 1397: pp.33 & 39).

4-1. Individual-centered teachings effective in auditor's independence
Individual-centered or internal teachings affecting the auditor's
independence in Nahj ul-Balaghah are: piety (Sermon/83 & 230;
Makarem Shirazi, 1375: vol.3 p.377), honesty and openness (Laithi,
1376: p.404), faithfulness and truth (Sermon/41; Amedi, 1366: p.251;
Jordaq, 1373: p.215), lack of greed and monopolization combined with
complacency and contentment (Laithi, 1376: p.439; Makarem Shirazi,
1375: vol.3 p.311), lack of laxity and compromise (Sermon/24; Makarem
Shirazi, 1375: vol.1 p.490), determination to eliminate rent seeking
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(Letter/53), determination to eliminate bribery (Hejazi, Kanaani &
Farajzadeh, 1396: p.8; Jordaq, 1384: vol.2 p.1036), determination against
flatterers (Letter/53; Speech/462), and decisiveness in disclosure (Laithi,
1376: p.404) and secrecy (Speech/162).

Behavioral and personality characteristics of people are more important
and valid than the external factors. In fact, the character a developed
person who is taking steps towards self-improvement, is formed in such a
way that s/he does not deviate from the right path and truth in relation to
the society around him/her. This result was confirmed by testing the
research hypothesis among a group of auditors in the society.

5. Conclusion

The present article is a synthesis and matching of the teachings of Imam

Ali (A.S.) with today's auditing issues in relation to the auditor's

independence. The findings of the research come from the teachings of a

perfect human being, which are implemented in the auditing laws, and

even in individual-oriented teachings, they go beyond today's auditing
laws. The analysis of the data and the main and sub-hypotheses of the
study are as follows:

- There are teachings (community-centered and individual-centered) in Nahj
ul-Balaghah that emphasize the external and internal independence of the
auditor.

- Individual-centered teachings have the greatest effect on the auditor's
independence. "Honesty and openness™ have the highest and "asceticism and
contentment™ have the lowest effect

- In the community-oriented teachings, "absence of non-conventional
relationships” has the highest and "existence of regulatory institutions” the
lowest influence.

- All these factors that constitute the independent variable of the study will
provide for the dependent variable or the internal and external independence,
and it will not only affect the independence of the auditor, but will work for
all guilds and groups associated with the issue of judgment and supervision.
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