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Abstract

Discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary study trend that emerged in 1960-
70s following extensive scientific-epistemological changes in fields such as
anthropology, ethnography, sociology, cognitive and social psychology,
linguistics, semiotics, etc. This trend of study, which examines the language
patterns within the text and the relationship between the language and the
social and cultural contexts of the text, was applied in 1952 in an article by
the famous English linguist Zellig Harris for the first time. Then, it found its
way in Linguistics with three approaches, namely structural discourse
analysis, functional discourse analysis and critical discourse analysis.

Among the three mentioned approaches, critical discourse analysis (CDA)
analyzes meta-language factors such as power, history and ideology. This
approach was formed in the second half of the 20th century following the
efforts of some linguistic scholars and theorists. Teun Van Dijk is one of the
prominent pioneers of study and research in CDA. According to him,
ideology in the discourse can be represented through strategies called
ideological square, which is based on bilateral contrasts between ingroup and
outgroup. Imam Ali’s letters to Muawiyah can be analyzed by a descriptive-
analytical method based on Van Dijk’s ideological square as his discourse
aligns with this approach.

This research is important in terms of the fac that the ideology of two
opposing thoughts during the history of Islam is elaborated to the audience
through CDA. The findings indicate that the ideology of Imam Ali and
Muawiyah has led to polarization between the two groups, i.e. the contrast
between "us" and "them". In explaining the differences between the two
groups in identity, members and actions, the status of the ingroup (us) has
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been raised and the status of the outgroup (them) has been degraded. In
addition, the nobility of ancestors, purity, believe in God, relation with goods
and courage as the most important positive points of "us" and hypocrisy,
disbelief, relation with evils and following the devil as the most important
negative points of "them" are represented in Imam's discourse. Furthermore,
it seems that "true belief in the religion of Islam" versus "deviation from the
religion of Islam" are ideologies that can be achieved as a result of the
contrast between Ali and Mu'awiyah.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Teun Van Dijk, Ideological Square,
Nahj ol-balaghe letters, Imam Ali, Muawiyah.

1. Research Theoretical framework

Teun Van Dijk is a linguist from Netherlands and one of the prominent
scholars in CDA. Most of his works are based on the popular discourse of
racism among Dutch and Californian whites towards racial minorities,
and among the dominant approaches in CDA, his socio-cognitive model
has a special place. Van Dijk's ideological square is one of the various
methods proposed in the field of critical discourse analysis. Van Dijk
believes that ideologies are the fundamental beliefs of each group and its
members that cause polarization between groups and the social status of
each group in relation to a group or other groups is the basis of this
polarization.

The manifestation of ideology is in the form of self-schemas that give
the audience information about identity, aims, group membership criteria,
relationships with others and social group assets: who are we? who
belongs to us? what behaviors are expected of us? what actions are
acceptable and what actions are undesirable? what are the goals and
ambitions of the group? who are our friends and enemies? and what
capabilities and assets do we have?. Whether we are in a position of
strength or weakness and whether we are marginalized or in center is
determined by the following ideological strategies: Positive self-
representation, negative others representation, not saying negative points
about oneself and not saying positive points about others

These strategies are known as Van Dijk's ideological square. According
to Van Dijk, ideology includes all levels of language, but style and
meaning are more affected by it than morphology and syntax, because the
former are context-dependent. According to him, the manifestation of
ideology at the level of meaning has several subsections. Among them,
only the cases that contain evidence in the written letters of Imam Ali (as)
to Mu'awiyah are explained. These cases are as follows:
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Contrast: According to Van Dijk, contrast occurs when there is a conflict
of interests and competition between two groups or when one group
dominates the other; thus, ideology is manifested in the discourse as a
sign of polarization between us and them. In the discussion of ideological
square, the various strategies through which the members of each group
introduce themselves and the other side were mentioned previously.

Level of description and degree of detail: The level of description
means the brief and vague expression of the negative points of the
ingroup and the positive points of the outgroup, and the detailed and clear
expression of the positive points of the ingroup and the negative points of
the outgroup.

Examples and Illustrations: In the section of positive general statements
that each group expresses about itself and negative general statements that
they express about the other group, examples and illustrations in the form
of events and stories that have happened before are applied in order for
more emphasis on utterances and increasing the audience's beliefs. The
noteworthy point in this section is the reference to the documents that
legitimize discourse. In an objective and neutral definition of ideology,
Van Dijk presents two negative and positive aspects of ideology, which is
a tool for legitimizing domination in the negative state and a means of
legitimizing resistance against domination and social inequalities.

2. Method

This study was carried out using a descriptive-analytical method. First,
the authors introduced Van Dijk’s approach briefly, and, then, a number
of its components, which include pieces of evidence in the letters of Imam
Ali to Muawiya were explained. Finally, the evidence related to those
components was extracted from the letters and the most prominent ones
were analyzed.

3. Conclusion

The conclusions of the present research are as follows:

-The ideology of Imam Ali (a.s.) and Mu'awiyah has led to polarization
between them as two groups and, in other words, a contrast between
"us" and "them”; providing information about the identity of his group
as Hashem's children and introduces the members of his group as the
ones characterized by desirable traits whose actions are aligned with the
religion of God, Imam (a.s.) has exalted the status of the ingroup. He
also provides information about the identity of the outgroup as Umayyad
children and introduces its members as the one characterized by
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unfavorable traits whose actions are not aligned with the religion of God
as they defy it. In this way, he has degraded the status of the outgroup.

- The contrast between "us" and "them" is represented by the comparison
of ancestors and lineages, desirable and unfavorable traits, friends and
enemies, and the actions of the two groups

- The level of description and the degree of detail are used to represent
some of Muawiya's unfavourable traits.

- Some of the positive points of "us" and some of the negative points of
"them" have been represented by giving examples. This strategy
increases the audience's belief.

- It seems that as a result of the contrast between Imam (a.s.) and
Mu'awiyah, two ideologies are manifested in the speech of the Imam
(a.s.): "true belief in the religion of Islam" versus "deviation from the
religion of Islam™.

- The nobility of ancestors, purity, belief in God, relation with good
people and courage are the most important positive points of "us" and
hypocrisy, disbelief, relation with evils, and following the devil are the
most important negative points represented in the discourse of Imam.
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- Van Dijk, T. (2000). ldeology and discourse: A multidisciplinary
Introduction. Barcelona: Pompeu Fabra University
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