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Regional Market Regulation in Iran: A Conceptual and Operational
Framework for Crisis Conditions

Abstract

Frequent disruptions in the supply of essential goods, intensified by sanctionsand
the recent 12-day regional war, have underscored the fragility of Iran’s/market
regulation system and the urgent need for resilient policy frameworks. Despite
extensive governmental interventions, the absence of a localized model for
regional market regulation remains a critical gap. This study addresses this issue
by developing a novel conceptual model that links national policymaking with
regional and local capacities to enhance both equity andCeffiCiency in essential
goods markets. The research adopts a three-phase niethodological framework.
First, regional units were delineated using demographic, productive, and
infrastructural indicators, grounded in domestic planning documents and
international experiences. Second, a set of indicators was extracted and weighted
through expert consensus, employing the, Delphi method and the Analytic
Hierarchy Process (AHP) with inputg from nine specialists to ensure
methodological rigor and consisteney: Third, a Composite Index (CI) was
designed to evaluate and rank alternative regionalization scenarios, capturing four
critical dimensions: productiy¢® and infrastructural balance, population
homogeneity, spatial distribution of strong provinces, and managerial
concentration. Findings reye€al that the five-region model provides the most
effective balance acrossjefficiency, equity, and feasibility, outperforming both
smaller and larger configurations. This outcome demonstrates the potential of the
proposed model to'align national policy priorities with the diverse capacities of
regions and preyinces. By advancing a three-tiered governance framework—
national (leadership), regional (coordination), and provincial (execution)—the
study contributes to the literature on multi-level governance and crisis
management, while offering practical guidance for policymakers. The proposed
modelfenhances resilience in Iran’s essential goods markets under both normal
and crisis conditions, and serves as a foundation for designing adaptive, regionally
grounded regulatory mechanisms in developing economies.

Keywords: Regional Market Regulation, Crisis Management, Analytic Hierarchy
Process (AHP)
JEL Classification: C38, L52, R58
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