A Study of the Contextual Factors Influencing the Formation of
Historical Mosques in Sagqgez County

Saqgez County, located in western Iran, is a historically rich region that once served as the
center of the Scythian rule on the Iranian plateau. With the advent of Islam, the architectural
heritage of Saqqez, like that of other Middle Eastern regions, was profoundly influenced by
Islamic teachings and educational principles. However, the area’s unique climatic, geographic,
and local architectural conditions led to the development of mosques distinct from those found
elsewhere in the region. This study analyzes historic mosques in Saqgez to identify the factors
shaping their spatial configurations and architectural elements. Employing a qualitative
descriptive-analytical methodology, the research focuses on five notable mosques—
Domnareh, Sheikh Mazhar, Tamerbegh, Torjan, and Sara—that have survived without major
destruction. These mosques retain their original structural features and continue to serve as
sites for religious, local, and cultural ceremonies. The investigation reveals that these
hypostyle mosques exhibit compact, cubic forms adapted to the south-facing slope, featuring
thick walls and lacking central courtyards. They conform to Islamic monotheistic principles
by orienting their hypostyle halls towards the gibla (prayer direction). Notably, the windows
facing the iwan function as mihrabs (prayer niches) while also providing views towards the
city or village. The gibla wall side includes deep iwans that operate as summer hypostyle
halls, used seasonally for prayer. Another significant influence on the mosque plans is their
dual function as both religious and educational centers. The presence of student cells and
hypostyle spaces designed for teaching reflects the important educational and cultural roles
these mosques fulfill alongside their primary worship function.

Keywords: Domnareh Mosque, Sheikh Mazhar Mosque, Tamerbegh Mosque, Torjan
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Introduction

Mosques, as the most prominent religious structures in the urban fabric of Islamic cities, have
been constructed in diverse forms since the dawn of Islam, influenced by architectural methods,
climate, and environment. This diversity in various cities and regions has been studied and
examined from different perspectives (Khademzadeh et al., 2017; Nejad Ebrahimi &



Moradzadeh, 2018; Sajjadi, 2023). In the first mosque built in Medina by the order of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), local materials and palm tree trunks were utilized. However, in
subsequent renovations, stone columns replaced the mosque's wooden ones. The use of wooden
columns in mosques of northwestern Iran continued until the Qajar era. According to documents
from the Saqgez Cultural Heritage Public Records, remnants of mosques and Tekyehs from past
Islamic eras have survived to our time, some of which, preserving their original architecture
and function, still serve as places for practicing Islamic monotheistic principles and hosting
cultural and religious ceremonies in the county. Currently, there are 350 mosques in Saqgez
County.

By limiting the scope to mosques in Sagqgez County that are nationally registered due to the
richness of their structural elements, the study focuses on five historic hypostyle mosques.
These mosques are: Do-Menareh, Sheikh Mazhar, Tamerbegh, Torjan, and Sara.

In Saqgez County and surrounding areas, a specific type of mosque became prevalent, known
as the Kurdish style. These hypostyle mosques feature wooden columns, a south-facing portico,
and chambers (hujras) on the eastern or western sides. In this style, some principles governing
traditional mosque architecture were challenged, including the presence of openings and a
portico in the gibla wall. The objective of the present research is to investigate the contextual
factors influencing the formation of this specific mosque typology. Contextual factors are
categorized into two groups: natural factors, such as climate, geography, and indigenous
architecture of the region, and human factors, including cultural, social, political, and economic
elements.

Research Question and Hypothesis:

The hypothesis of this study is that the colonnaded hypostyle mosques of the Saqgez region
were formed under the influence of natural and human contextual factors. The questions this
research seeks to answer are:

1. What architectural elements and spaces constitute the historic mosques of Saqgez?
2. What influence did contextual factors have on the formation of the architectural
elements and spaces of the historic mosques of Saqqez?

Hypostyle Mosques: Research Findings on Spatial Features

The study of five historic hypostyle mosques in Saggez—Do-Menareh, Sheikh Mazhar,
Tamerbegh, Torjan, and Sara—reveals several shared spatial and functional characteristics,
despite modifications over time.

Common Spatial Features:

1. Columned Porticos (lvans) Facing Qibla as Summer Prayer Halls:
All mosques feature a southern portico oriented toward the Qibla. Roofs are supported
by wooden columns. With the exception of the Tamerbegh Mosque, these porticos
functioned as summer prayer halls. Tamerbegh’s portico was mainly used for circulation
and sunlight exposure.

2. Columned Prayer Halls with Wooden Pillars as Winter Prayer Halls:
Reflecting structural needs and early Islamic influences, the prayer halls are hypostyle,



with wooden columns and roofs. Do-Menareh, Sheikh Mazhar, and Tamerbegh have
four columns each, while Torjan and Sara have six. The low ceiling height (2.8-4 m)
aided winter heating.

3. Low Entrance Doors Following Early Islamic Practice:
Entry to the prayer hall required passing through corridors and porticos. Doors were
intentionally low (max. 1.5 m), symbolizing humility before God. Recent renovations
incorrectly raised door heights in Do-Menareh and Sheikh Mazhar.

4. Windows Facing the Southern Portico as Primary and Secondary Mihrabs:
Windows facing the southern portico served as mihrabs. Secondary mihrabs were used
by deputies when the Imam was absent, or by lower-ranking teachers. These windows
also provided natural ventilation in summer, aligned with the prevailing southwestern
winds.

5. Corridors with Hujras (Cells) and Students’ Rooms:
Each mosque had corridors with adjoining cells (hujras), historically used as maktab-
khanehs (primary schools) or rooms for religious students (Tullab or Fagih). In
Tamerbegh, these have been repurposed as restrooms and ablution spaces. The original
Tullab rooms in Temerbeg and Torjan no longer exist.

6. Separation of Ablution Areas and Toilets from the Sacred Courtyard:
Ablution spaces (wudu areas) and toilets were deliberately placed outside the main
courtyard, often downstream, to maintain ritual purity. For example, the ablution house
of Do-Menareh was located 10 meters south of the mosque at a lower elevation. Similar
structures at Sheikh Mazhar, Temerbeg, and Sara are now ruined. Modern renovations
have ignored this separation, integrating ablution spaces into former student rooms.

Influence of Natural Contextual Factors (Climate and Geography):

The uniformity in form and materials among Sagqgez mosques stems from the cold, mountainous
climate of Kurdistan. Local materials, shaped by natural erosion, were used sustainably.
Kurdish architecture—both religious and residential—emphasizes harmony with nature, using
local water sources and landscape-friendly designs, forming a sustainable architectural
tradition.

Influence of Human Contextual Factors:

Religious practice in the mosques of Kurdistan adheres to the Shafi'i school of thought, with
the five daily obligatory prayers observed either individually or in congregational form. Daily
adhan is broadcast, and mosques host Friday prayers, Ramadan ceremonies, Mawlid, and
Kurdish/Quranic classes. Funeral rites (Persa) include ritual washing and funeral prayers, still
held at Tamerbegh and Torjan mosques.

Similarities with Other Kurdish-style Mosques:

The architectural style of Saqgez mosques—known as Kurdish style—is also seen in Sanandaj
neighborhood mosques, which often include columned prayer halls, porticos, and hujras.
However, Sanandaj mosques show greater plan diversity, sometimes including courtyards and
upper-level Fagih rooms. The Sooinas Mosque in Mahabad closely resembles Torjan Mosque,
due to shared geography and climate. Both lack a central courtyard—a practical adaptation to
heavy rainfall—and use a southern columned portico for weather protection and outdoor
teaching.



The hypostyle mosques of Saqqez reflect a coherent architectural language shaped by natural
conditions, local materials, and religious-cultural practices. Maintaining these features in future
restoration is essential for preserving their historical and functional identity.

Conclusion

The historical hypostyle mosques of Saqgez represent a distinct architectural style that has been
shaped by the natural conditions, indigenous materials, and religious-cultural traditions of the
Kurdistan region. The spatial organization of these mosques—including columned porticos
facing the gibla serving as summer prayer halls, low-roofed winter prayer halls with wooden
columns, low entrance doors emphasizing humility, and multipurpose windows functioning as

mihrabs—reflects a thoughtful response to both climatic requirements and spiritual principles.

Furthermore, elements such as segregated ablution spaces and the historical presence of hujras
(student rooms) highlight a clear attention to ritual purity and religious education.

Unfortunately, inappropriate restorations have undermined some of these authentic features.

In comparison with other Kurdish-inhabited regions such as Sanandaj and Mahabad, the
architectural similarities—such as the use of local materials, adaptation to mountainous
geography, and the absence of central courtyards—affirm the emergence of a unified regional
architectural identity. This identity, known as the "Kurdish hypostyle mosque,"” is characterized

by sustainability and functional adaptation.

It is essential that future conservation and restoration efforts prioritize the preservation of these
authentic spatial and structural features, ensuring that the historical and cultural values of these

religious landmarks are maintained for future generations.
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Fig 1: Geographical location of Saqgez County in Kurdistan Province and Iran

o by 9 liwd S G0 2 1,357 (210

P 3o &S sl Sitno 05 45 5l el s 4y BT (oguasiy s (S BT g alodS casy 0 b ot )5 jgmds
{IVVY oy S) ol 485 (o0l (5551 sy g g 0 aslin) T (sl 1T a7 Sl lalC 1) 55
Wl (S35 4 a2 L (VTVY 0gls) wiS 00 3) |y dowo €53 0508 (slime 4y jihaw S| oo sl dily) Jiaali 4y 09lS ilasae
5y i 5 o2l b aib e (sy98l lia )3 008 15 Vgl e |y i oyl85g0,6 31 505 (slode i 4 (2
BT 589 sl it ol 4zl (WAF (0130 08) €l 0393 3o 51 L8 Jgl o152 53 blo (alisly 9,08 cuogS
(S ygize) Llsn jopel 4 U (Sl g5l (slagbed pogasa) (Fu)b (sbvoyes @)l 5l i 5l Ol jaed ol 3 (P
35 15 5 (slle) gDl gls o3 ot gl o i o3 0 Y3, LY 5 jaes nl epaolan s 3 (VI
(YA (S ygine) Cuwl 0398
S iy b 5 Kt 1 plind

Sd,S SIA yolan Gl )3 S o IS5 Sy e & (535 0bj L g el 355 i iyt p3ye S
S9biee Y3 515550 i 59y Jald oyt cnl p3ye Simjh g Wil S ailate ol YT % 5 Yo/
Gl (93,5 S syt ol p3yn iy 55 o0 b (S sloglis 98l i 51 (Y3 ()% (535 sy
Slowslye Gliws ) blE 1505 Jro g Cuns e w7 gl (i5u b 1 i (b o p3ye (og Si)8 (WFA ((Bg)8)
S K jd g o glacsil g e sllie (glgplare @lsdil i B SLgy cBmge lsl (62,5 (a5, G998
el s S g Gl s

Cunox pgd Sl S jl U5 a5 plol cande g 5 s ol Mol (0> 4y (piie (i jpd el 350

bl dilaie CIE (> oMl 09 el Lol caiiisly g8 i s ol 5> (69l oo 31 Bl g bogas 51 oYL

10



o) 3 lye g gl ol 0sd pledl Hgpe 4 liwd S i ©SE g canlie b oMol gl ol (o )liwd S 4y p Ml 345
3,15 343 it ol )3 3 o30xte glolils 5 LIS cdalias » 0gMe 5 atdly VU olSyly 98 b S 1 ol o
Db Ll s e ol (SIS g ol )3 (gt g (6536 Lhagl)d (glapulye 5 daluns ) (Simyd o ool Swolio
(VPR e(B9)) sl liws S adlaito gl 5 Guliie joreie Cajlo 93 400l 5 )08
Faw Gl e )3 (43 eole (Vg0
Ol (b ;o (o3 g 4 Jhu Gl jod 39 $9) > e oMol (93 (gl I s (b e (o3 pole wjlie
gl JLuieS (oole (o)lhe 2929 sl 039 (liand S sl el 3950 ploen gatin Sl A loj e Il S
el 5 5 s 3o plody> L5 93 soley o3 U o o8 gy csleta (oS (b e 5 35 ol
Bl (a3 lle (gLl &S 39 (plinng) oS g W92 5 N 2 g AL Heuds (0 psle OB (Gl o slabi,
plol log Mo co3]j plol ol darmo Mo s cilo Mo oo ]38 s 35k (olie: Jle (lojdo i e oo >
@95 4 g gl (cIlo) ()l o pSIee Lpolo o(35)j55) (opdino Ao Mo o(4o0)) o0l its)F ] p LMo o0
(YN aljiazs) W3gs Jordio (193 g ol Glodd 5 20l g (oMl pole

3 Koy y g ezl 35 djgal 3,58 (oole 35 U8 50 s S dalis plis gmen adllas 390 domas iy
pole &S aidld D39 (S Hlwyte jow ol yead 33 amesd VYWRBIWe e Jls 5l ailodgy Joraiio s yd &y Jholiw] doluwe
(s G biYgo s s &4 e 0)lingd omane yattio (loye 31 i 153,8 cn 5 ao e )3 1y Jgite 5 Jgine
Gomde p MY G oo Mo (5o 3 padas G dome Gl yia jl g 0)j )8 il pls oMo s )50 ST
O Mo i 21i8 (e Mo 4o (g (Sllle o (o 5 dore 3 iy o)Ll e G0l Mo gl oo )i
o8 M o oMo g o0 s Mo i sdaeo aBlue Mo o gphis) untd dmallie Mo il dllie Mo o 255
03ljd00t) Al oy (Sliwg) doame yopie Loy Sl 56 (xndid ol plua Mo 5 03jp8] (lelAe Mo 253903 oo
(TA

o Gl o (B3l a2 bno (320

syt 9 Bymo Bl plaS o dalsl o g Cslonal ¥ ISy imgly ol podge dome gy bl s

A9 o0

11



E 3 -y . N !;'\
(i poet 53 dxlllae 9550 w2 luns Cardgn ey Coow ¢y (gl i )0 anlllan 9590 U buwo

C—gg.’.’é}o dz.wb [P ¥} YJ&»
[JVRE WP RN E UK E WA ST FRVL SUE IWERE gPgvi - PP TIVIRE SRR Gr\ P YL TE ST
Fig 2. Right: Location of the studied mosques in Saqqez County, Left: Location of the studied mosques

in Saqqez City: 1. Dominar Mosque, 2. Sheikh Mazhar Mosque, 3. Tamerbegh Mosque, 4. Torjan
Mosque, 5. Sara Mosque.
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Fig 3. Right: Mosque plan, Center: Section A-A, Left: Perspective of the main mosque building
(Ahmadi, Shatri, and Rahimi, 2015).
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Fig 4: 1. Southern and western facades showing rubble masonry elevation, entrance steps to the
western alley, and the entrance door to the mosque's ivan from above the shop, 2. View of the gibla-
oriented prayer hall, 3. Eastern minaret, 4. Western entrance to the mosque, 5. City view from the
southern ivan, 6. Interior view of the ab anbar (water reservoir), 7. View of the ab anbar from the
mosque's ivan, 8. Sample of Qajar-era decorative elements in the mosque.
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Fig 5: Architectural drawings of Sheikh Mazhar Mosque (Right: South elevation, Left: Building plan)
(Saqqz Cultural Heritage Documents).
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Fig 6: 1. Southern facade of Sheikh Mazhar Mosque, 2. City view from the southern ivan, 3. Western
facade (main entrance to the prayer hall and entrance to the ivan), 4. Eastern fagade (custodian's
residence and former library), 5. Mosque prayer hall.
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Fig 7: 1. Southern ivan of the mosque, 2. Entrance from the southern ivan to the eastern ivan, 3.
Eastern ivan, 4. Mosque prayer hall, 5. View of the eastern and southern ivans, 6. Main mihrab of the
mosque, 7. View of Tamerbegh village (facing north) and its historical mosque (the tallest building in

the village, on the left side), 8. Plan of Tameregh Mosque (Saqqgz Cultural Heritage Documents).
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Fig 8: 1. South elevation drawing of the mosque, 2. West elevation of the mosque, and 3. Plan of Torjan Mosque
(Salimi and Solhjoo, 2018, p. 90).
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Fig 9: 1. Southern fagade of Torjan Mosque, 2. Mosque prayer hall, 3. Western entrance to the mosque, 4. Western

facade of the mosque, 5. Northern entrance to the mosque, 6. Brickwork above the northern entrance portal, 7.
Example of a capital in the prayer hall, 8. Entrance to the prayer hall from the vestibule.
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Fig 10: 1. Plan of Sara Mosque, 2. South elevation, 3. Section A-A showing the main and secondary mihrabs
(Saggez Cultural Heritage Documents).
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Fig 11. 1. Southern fagade of Sara Mosque, 2. Prayer hall of Sara Mosque, 3. Northern and western
facade of Sara Mosque.
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Table 2. Architectural characteristics of the studied mosques (Source: The authors).
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Fig 12. From right to left: Domenar, Sheikh Mazhar, Tamerbegh, Torjan, and Sara Mosques (The
Authors).
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Table 3. Analysis of features shaped by the influence of contextual natural factors of climate and

geography in the mosques (The Authors).
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Table 4: Functions assigned to the studied mosques under the influence of human contextual factors (The
Authors).
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Figure 13. Images of mosques from other regions of Kurdistan: 1. Plan of the mosque in Suinas village, 2.South
View of the mosque in Suinas village, 3. Photo of the mosque in Suinas village, 4. Plan of Rashid Qaleh Begi
Mosque in Sanandaj, 5. Photo of the northern view of Rashid Qaleh Begi Mosque, 6. Ground floor plan of
Khorshid Lega Khanum Mosque in Sanandaj, 7. First floor plan of Khorshid Lega Khanum Mosque in Sanandaj,
8. Photo of the southern view of Khorshid Lega Khanum Mosque in Sanandaj.
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