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Abstract

Text linguistics utilizes the seven elements of intentionality, situationality,
coherence, cohesion, intertextuality, informativeness, and acceptability to
shape and strengthen a text. The study of these processes reveals how the
presence of these seven factors contributes to constructing a coherent
argument and persuading the audience. These elements are also evident in
Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him) Shigshiqiyyah Sermon, a discourse rich with
arguments substantiating the legitimacy of his caliphate. This article,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, aims to elucidate the persuasive
process of establishing Imam Ali’s rightful claim to the caliphate through an
analysis of the Shigshigiyyah Sermon.

Keywords: Text Linguistics, Beaugrande and Dressler, Persuasion,
Caliphate, Nahj al-Balagha, Shigshiqiyyah Sermon.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Text linguistics utilizes the seven elements of intentionality, situationality,
coherence, cohesion, intertextuality, informativeness, and acceptability to
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shape and strengthen a text. The study of these processes reveals how the
presence of these seven factors contributes to constructing a coherent
argument, generating meaning, and persuading the audience. These
elements are also evident in Imam Ali’s Shigshiqiyyah Sermon, a discourse
rich with arguments substantiating the legitimacy of his caliphate. This
article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, aims to elucidate the
persuasive process of establishing Imam Ali’s rightful claim to the
caliphate through an analysis of the Shigshiqiyyah Sermon. The analysis
relies on the functionality of textuality criteria as outlined in Beaugrande
and Dressler’s theory, including cohesion, coherence, intentionality,
situationality, acceptability, informativeness, and intertextuality. It focuses
on how these criteria facilitate the transmission of concepts through logical
argumentation and their role in shaping and reinforcing Imam Ali’s
arguments. The study seeks to analyze the argumentative structure of the
sermon and the linguistic mechanisms employed to persuade the audience.
One of the key findings of this semantic analysis is that concepts such as
Imam Ali’s worthiness for the caliphate, criticism of previous caliphs, and
the public’s turn to him at the outset of his caliphate are conveyed to the
audience through a chain of logical arguments. The examination of the
sermon demonstrates that the persuasive system, by adhering to all
textuality elements, ensures the coherence of the arguments, extends the
scope of the sermon, and ultimately establishes the legitimacy of Imam
Ali’s caliphate.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study seeks to enable the examination of textuality in the
system of persuasion. To this end, in engaging with the sermon and
analyzing the intended work, all its discourses are encapsulated within the
discourse of caliphate. Indeed, it is through this transformation that one can
discern the process of establishing the caliphate and the meanings derived
from it, underpinned by the coherence of arguments, and present it with
precision. Accordingly, the study first addresses theoretical discussions and
defines text linguistics and argumentation. Then, a brief overview of the
Shagshaqiyya Sermon is presented, and finally the persuasion system of
the sermon is analyzed based on the theory of textuality.

3. Research Method

Text linguistics, introduced by Beaugrande and Dressler in the fields of
linguistics and semiotics, provides a comprehensive framework for
analyzing and understanding texts as meaningful units. This field focuses
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on seven criteria: coherence, cohesion, intentionality, acceptability,
situationality, intertextuality, and informativeness. These criteria illustrate
how a text transforms into a cohesive and meaningful whole through the
interaction of these factors. One of the primary objectives of textuality is to
uncover latent meanings through the coherence of internal and external
factors influencing the text. The Shigshiqiyyah Sermon by Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) is replete with compelling grievances. Imam Ali establishes
a reasoned connection between the concepts of caliphate and his own
worthiness, persuading the audience to recognize that the caliphate
rightfully belongs to him. Furthermore, by leveraging the elements of
textuality, he strengthens and fortifies his arguments.

4. Conclusion

In articulating his grievances and substantiating them in the audience’s
mind, Imam Ali employs argumentation as a powerful tool to transform
perspectives and beliefs. His arguments revolve around three main themes:
the worthiness of Imam Ali for the caliphate, the first, second, and third
caliphs and the governance crises during their tenures, and the public
turning to him at the outset of his caliphate. Each of these arguments
implicitly conveys the truth that, after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), Imam Ali was the most deserving person for the caliphate. He
begins with the argument of his connection to society, then presents the
argument of his knowledge of divine sciences, and finally articulates the
strongest argument that no one else possesses the capability to assume the
role of caliph. This chain of arguments incrementally guides the audience
toward persuasion. The strength of these arguments is enhanced by their
sequential interconnectedness and logical coherence, ultimately creating a
cohesive and persuasive text.

The analysis of the arguments within the framework of the sermon’s
textuality reveals its profound coherence in conveying Imam Ali’s intent
and purpose. Cause-and-effect relationships, as a form of argumentation,
alongside literary devices such as semantic contrast, repetition, and other
rhetorical techniques, contribute to the text’s semantic cohesion.
Furthermore, Imam Ali’s arguments, with implicit references to
authoritative and accepted texts such as the Quran and the statements of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), carry such credibility that they readily
persuade the audience. These references not only strengthen the arguments
but also affirm his position as the rightful successor to the Prophet (peace
be upon him).
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- Beaugrande, Robert-Alain de, and Dressler, Wolfgang U. (1981). Introduction to
Text Linguistics. Translated by unknown. London: Longman.

- Halliday, M. A. K., and Hasan, Ruqaiya. (1976). Cohesion in English. London:
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