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Abstract

In pragmatics, the process of conveying meaning to an audience is carried out
considering the circumstances of both parties in the conversation. In an effort
to understand the hidden meanings within speech, George Yule (Scottish-
American linguist) presented his theory of presupposition, categorized under
six branches: existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual, structural, and
lexical presuppositions. In the words of Imam Ali (AH), using this modern
linguistic approach, the function of the hidden meanings of speech can be well
analyzed and interpreted alongside the explicit meanings in the significant
historical events and junctures of that time. Throughout this great work,
existential presuppositions can be clearly observed in the form of possessive
constructions and definite nouns, factive presuppositions in verbs
synonymous with understanding and knowing, non-factive presuppositions in
verbs of conjecture and imagination, lexical presuppositions in verbs that
indicate revolution and spiritual transformation of individuals, counterfactual
presuppositions in the form of conditional particles, and structural
presuppositions in the consolidation of information through specific
interrogative tools or attributive and quasi-attributive sentences. The purpose
of'this descriptive-analytical research is to examine and discover the unspoken
aspects of Imam Ali’s words in the form of Yule’s presupposition theory. The
finding of the current research is that, within the limited cases studied, the role
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of political and cultural conditions, the audience’s position, and their
perception are considered in the purposeful unspoken expressions of Imam
Ali in Nahj al-Balagha.

Keywords: Pragmatics, unspoken discourse, Nahj al-Balagha, presupposition,
George Yule.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This research delves into the novel and burgeoning field of pragmatics,
which has its roots in linguistics, philosophy, and logic. Presupposition, a
key component of pragmatics, focuses on the speaker’s or author’s
emphasis on the audience’s knowledge and understanding. Especially in
religious and historical texts, this attention leads to the discovery and
explanation of significant historical events of that era.

The emergence of Speech Act Theory in the second half of the 20th century
expanded the influence of language into philosophy. Philosophical research
on language, initiated by Wittgenstein, underwent a major revolution in
semantics and pragmatics with the advent of prominent linguists, Austin
and John Searle.

In linguistic acts, we encounter two layers: the surface (superstructure)
and the underlying (deep structure). Undoubtedly, the deep layer is subject
to the author’s concealments and complexities, as well as the dispersion of
the audience’s views and thoughts. “Research inspired by activism places
significant importance on the unsaid (implicite). The unsaid can be found
everywhere in speech, especially in the form of presuppositions and
implied meanings (sous-entendu)” (Mangeno, 1999: 128). “In the act of
writing or oral presentation, a set of intersubjective knowledge is inevitably
considered. This knowledge includes other studies or previous thoughts
that are implicitly or explicitly referenced, cited, rejected, accepted, or
simply modified” (Culler, 2011: 189).

Presupposition is a key concept in pragmatics and semantics, referring to
information or assumptions that both the speaker and listener take for
granted without direct statement. According to George Yule’s 1996 model,
it is divided into six types: existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual,
structural, and lexical.

In the esteemed Nahj al-Balagha, Yule’s presupposition discussion was
examined in a limited number of letters, sermons, and short statements
from Imam Ali (AH). As mentioned, in any conversation, the greater the
shared cultural, religious, and ethnic commonalities between individuals—
for instance, when emotional closeness and intimacy are at their peak, and
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both parties possess sound reasoning—the more the discourse tends
towards brevity and suspension.

Imam Ali (AH), in his unspoken discourses, with an understanding of the
political, social, and cultural conditions of society, the intelligence and
perception of his audience, and his own emotional state, not only outlined
the essential behaviors of a wise leader but also referred to important events
of his time and the challenges before and after his brief rule.

2. Theoretical Framework

Presuppositional silence occurs when speakers or writers omit details
because they believe the audience already knows the information. Its
concept dates back to Frege (1892) and Strawson (1950), but it received
more attention among linguists and philosophers since the 1970s. To use
this technique effectively, one must consider shared knowledge, context,
and the relationship between sentences. Presuppositions are assumptions
made by the speaker before speaking, which can help derive additional
meaning from conversations. This kind of silence enhances storytelling by
making language more concise and engaging for the audience, and further
exploration will include examples from Imam Ali’s statements.

3. Research Method

This research aims to uncover Imam Ali’s motivations for unspoken
statements and silence in selected parts of his discourse, as well as to gain
further insight into his personality and an understanding of the challenges
of his time and his contemporaries. The methodology is based on library
research and the study of a limited number of his sermons, letters, and
wisdoms, specifically 11 sermons, 9 letters, and 6 words of wisdoms,
which were examined under Yule’s six types of presupposition.

4. Conclusion

In brief, this research explores how Imam Ali’s unspoken words in Nahj
al-Balagha, analyzed through Yule’s theory of presupposition, reveal his
understanding of his audience’s shortcomings—their awareness of truth
but lack of insight, forgetfulness, and weak will. The study also highlights
how his inner sorrow influenced his discourse. Yule’s six types of
presupposition (existential, factive, non-factive, counterfactual, structural,
and lexical) were used to categorize and understand these unspoken
elements, shedding light on Imam Ali’s character and the societal
challenges of his time.
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