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Abstract

The concept of "occupation” (ihtilal) in Islamic political jurisprudence and its
confrontational approaches - particularly regarding Palestine, Syria, and
Lebanon - has been a subject of scholarly debate requiring further elaboration.
In this context, occupation refers to a state wherein a hostile enemy seizes
control over part or all of a territory through overt aggression. This study
focuses on Imam Ali's (AS) Nahj al-Balagha, particularly the Khutbat al-
Jihad, to analyze his stance toward occupation. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and drawing on primary sources, this research investigates
Imam Ali's (AS) conduct in resisting occupation. The study concludes that
two core elements define occupation in Imam Ali's (AS) teachings: the
systemic oppression of a land's people, and the enemy's domination over all
or part of an Islamic territory. Imam Ali's (AS) approach - evidenced by his
critique of Iraqis' passivity during Anbar's occupation by Syrian forces
emphasizes pre-emptive action against imminent threats, the divine
philosophy of jihad's legislation, condemnation of those who abandon combat
duties, and awakening communal zeal and conscience. These principles
collectively embody a strategy of ‘resistance and steadfastness’ against

1. PhD student in Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of Islamic Law, Faculty of Theology and
Islamic Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

2. Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of Islamic Law, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

3. Associate Professor, National Security Research Institute, National Defense and Strategic
Research University and Institute, Tehran, Iran

4. Secretary of the Law and Diplomacy Department, National Security Research Institute,
National Defense and Strategic Research University and Institute, Tehran, Iran

*: Corresponding Author: Email: mzobdeh98@ut.ac.ir

How to cite this article: Zobdeh, M., Momeni, A., Hoseini, M. R., & Abootorabi, S. A. M. (2024). Analyzing
the Strategy of Resistance Against Occupation and Plunder Based on Imam Ali's (AS) Sermon on Jihad,
Quarterly Journal of Nahj al-Balagha Research, 12(46), 29-52.
https://doi.org/10.22084/NAHJ.2025.30528.3159



mailto:mzobdeh98@ut.ac.ir
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6158.html
https://nab.basu.ac.ir/article_6158.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1329-0927
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-9834-8904
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-6968-8663
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3286-5204
https://doi.org/10.22084/j.psychogy.2025.28858.2658

30 Analyzing the Strategy of Resistance Against... Zobdeh & et al.

occupation. This perspective is further corroborated by the conduct of Imami
jurists (Shiite scholars), solidifying its legitimacy within Islamic thought.

Keywords: Military Occupation and Plunder, Imam Ali (AS), Rights of
Occupation, The Sermon of Jihad (Khutbat al-Jihad), Resistance Strategy,
Nah; al-Balagha.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Today, the terms ‘occupation’ (ishghal) and ’belligerent occupation®
(eshghal-gart) have become pervasive in political discourse, international
law, and public opinion due to the aggressive actions of the Zionist regime
and its allies—actions marked by widespread violence and crimes against
humanity. The complexity of this concept’s structure, particularly in its
international and jurisprudential dimensions, is undeniable. In international
law, this phenomenon is defined through multiple frameworks, including
military domination over another sovereign state’s territory, imposition of
power over a foreign land, and appropriation of terra nullius. In Islamic
legal tradition, it is analyzed under the term ’ihtilal* (forcible seizure) and
may also be conceptualized as ’military aggression’ (tahajum-e nezami) or
’armed encroachment’ (fa ‘arrud-i musallah). Despite the long history of
Muslim societies confronting this phenomenon—from the early Islamic era
to the present—no comprehensive legal framework has been developed to
address it. The present study examines the nature of occupation and the
philosophy of jikad to analyze Islam’s stance on belligerent occupation. By
referencing the Seerah (path) of Imam Ali (AS) and the opinions of Islamic
jurists, it elucidates the Islamic legal system’s approach to this issue. The
findings unequivocally demonstrate that, from Imam Ali’s (AS)
perspective, confronting an occupying enemy is permissible solely through
military struggle and resistance (mubarizah and mugawamah), as any
appeasement or compromise with aggressors ultimately harms the Muslim
community. This resolute position stems from Imam Ali’s (AS) profound
insight into the expansionist nature of occupiers and the devastating
consequences of capitulation.

2. Theoretical Framework

The occupation of Islamic lands—particularly in the modern era—is a
phenomenon that not only threatens the security and national sovereignty
of Muslim societies but also endangers their religious and cultural identity.
In this context, elucidating Islam’s stance on occupation and developing
practical strategies to counter it emerge as critical research imperatives.
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This article examines the strategy of resistance against occupation by
analyzing the sermon on jihad delivered by Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-
Balagha. It demonstrates that Imam Ali’s (AS) approach to confronting
enemy’s aggression is rooted in active resistance, preemptive defense,
and awakening public consciousness. A close study of this sermon reveals
that Imam Ali (AS), with his profound understanding of both hard and soft
warfare, articulates a comprehensive strategy integrating military
resistance, cultural struggle, and strengthening internal unity. While
emphatically affirming the legitimacy of defending the Islamic
entity (kiyan) and rejecting any compromise with aggressors, Imam Ali
(AS) simultaneously underscores the necessity of wisdom and strategic
deliberation in crisis management.

3. Research Method

This research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method and
based on library sources—particularly the 'Sermon of Jihad' in Nahj al-
Balagha—demonstrates that Imam Ali’s (AS) strategy in confronting
enemy occupation and aggression was founded on the principle of 'active
resistance.! He pursued this approach through various mechanisms, the
most significant of which included awakening public consciousness
through impactful sermons and reminding people of his own distinguished
record in jihad and struggle. Furthermore, Imam Ali (AS) makes it clear
that in the face of an occupying enemy, any path other than armed struggle
and military resistance is meaningless, and any compromise with an
aggressor will ultimately have dire consequences for the integrity of the
Islamic homeland.

4. Conclusion

In articulating his grievances and substantiating them in the audience’s
mind, Imam Ali employs argumentation as a powerful tool to transform
perspectives and beliefs. His arguments revolve around three main themes:
the worthiness of Imam Ali for the caliphate, the first, second, and third
caliphs and the governance crises during their tenures, and the public
turning to him at the outset of his caliphate. Each of these arguments
implicitly conveys the truth that, after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), Imam Ali was the most deserving person for the caliphate. He
begins with the argument of his connection to society, then presents the
argument of his knowledge of divine sciences, and finally articulates the
strongest argument that no one else possesses the capability to assume the
role of caliph. This chain of arguments incrementally guides the audience
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toward persuasion. The strength of these arguments is enhanced by their
sequential interconnectedness and logical coherence, ultimately creating a
cohesive and persuasive text.

The analysis of the arguments within the framework of the sermon’s
textuality reveals its profound coherence in conveying Imam Ali’s intent
and purpose. Cause-and-effect relationships, as a form of argumentation,
alongside literary devices such as semantic contrast, repetition, and other
rhetorical techniques, contribute to the text’s semantic cohesion.
Furthermore, Imam Ali’s arguments, with implicit references to
authoritative and accepted texts such as the Quran and the statements of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), carry such credibility that they readily
persuade the audience. These references not only strengthen the arguments
but also affirm his position as the rightful successor to the Prophet (peace
be upon him).
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