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Abstract

Monotheism, the most important and fundamental principle in Islam,
encompasses multiple and diverse dimensions. Early thinkers have discussed
the theoretical aspect, while some contemporary thinkers have examined the
social dimension of monotheism. The behavior of a ruler in governance,
influenced by their thought, is one of the most significant factors affecting
human social life. Given the necessity of emulating the Imams (AS) in both
individual and social spheres, as well as the position of monotheism in Imam
Ali's (AS) perspective and the possibility of applying monotheistic thought in
governance, this research employs a descriptive-analytical method and
examines library resources in the fields of hadith, theology, history, and
biography. It aims to present the role of monotheism in Imam Ali's (AS)
governance thought and practice in a desirable manner. This study
demonstrates that, in addition to the necessity of focusing on the social
dimension of monotheism, particularly in terms of lordship and creation, the
effects of social monotheism in Imam Ali's (AS) governance are reflected in
legislative and law-making aspects, political and social freedoms,
preservation of human dignity, equality in financial rights, and equality before
the law.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The most fundamental and central principle in Islam is monotheism, a
principle upon which the beliefs and practices of Islam are founded. This
principle has been the focus of Muslim scholars and has been analyzed
from various perspectives. Some contemporary thinkers, such as Imam
Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei, and Sayyid Qutb, have analyzed the
social aspects of monotheism. The realm of governance is one of the social
areas where the role of monotheism is of great significance. A prominent
example of the influence of monotheism in governance is the period of
Imam Ali’s (AS) rule over the Islamic community. Therefore, in this
article, after defining concepts and presenting different ideas regarding the
theoretical and social aspects of monotheism, we will examine the impact
of monotheistic thought on Imam Ali’s (AS) governance style and its social
feedback.

2. Theoretical Framework
Early scholars focused on the theoretical aspect (the existence and
attributes of God), while contemporary thinkers have paid attention to the
social dimension of monotheism. The social aspect of monotheism
encompasses not only the belief in oneness but also the organization of
social, legal, and political relations, as well as its application in all areas of
individual and social life, which entails commitment and responsibility.
This commitment includes addressing the largest and the most significant,
primary, fundamental, and general issues of society, such as governance,
economics, international relations, and relationships between individuals.
The policymaking and behavior of any ruler are influenced by their
underlying thoughts and beliefs. Imam Ali (AS), the ruler of Muslims,
exhibited a governance style that differed from that of other Islamic
caliphs, raising the question of what the basis of his governance was.
Moreover, the most frequently addressed subject in Nahj al-Balagha is the
issue of monotheism. Imam (AS)'s belief in monotheism is evident as he
begins each sermon and letter with a mention of God and describes the
singular God in various sermons and letters. By identifying the thought
process and behavioral foundations of any ruler, along with Imam (AS)'s
emphasis on monotheism, we will analyze the application of monotheistic
thought in governance, the extent of Imam (AS)'s commitment to
monotheism in his governance, and the social outcomes of applying
monotheism in governance.
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Based on an examination of sources and an understanding of the reports
related to this topic, it can be concluded that Imam (AS) considers
monotheism as the foundation of all laws, behaviors, and statements in his
governance. Additionally, justice, which is the most significant
characteristic of Ali’s governance, is based on the idea of monotheism.
From Imam (AS)'s perspective, the Creator of all humans is the unique
Creator. As a result, all humans, regardless of their color, race, or language,
possess fundamental and social rights and none hold superiority over others
in social rights. Therefore, Christians or Muslims, Arabs or non-Arabs,
black or white, are equal in enjoying political freedom, social rights, and
maintaining human dignity, as they stand equal before the law.

Consequently, Imam (AS), in addition to his belief in monotheism and
acceptance of legislative Lordship, implements the highest stage of
monotheism, which is the practical commitment to divine laws, in his
governance.

3. Research Method

Employing a descriptive and content analysis method, the present study
initially extracts key concepts of monotheism from verses and narrations
and then gathers reports and documents related to Imam Ali’s (AS)
governance from hadith, historical sources, and Nahj al-Balagha. The
impact of monotheism on Imam Ali’s (AS) governance is evaluated,
analyzed, and studied scientifically and substantiated. Following this
analysis, various instances of Imam Ali’s (AS) governance that reflect
monotheistic thought are presented, demonstrating that applying
monotheistic thought in governance can lead to societal growth and prevent
numerous social disorders.

4. Conclusion

Given the prominent position of monotheism in Imam (AS)'s speeches and
considering that Imam Ali (AS) is the brother and special student of the
messenger of monotheism, as well as his role as the ruler of the Islamic
community, it is essential to analyze and study the governance methods
and manifestations of Imam (AS)'s monotheistic thought in governance.
The results of the present study revealed that all actions and behaviors of
Imam (AS) were rooted in monotheistic thought. Since Imam Ali (AS)
believed that all humans are created by the one God and share a common
creation, he advocated for equality among humans in social rights.
Therefore, he regarded every human, regardless of their color and race, as
having dignity and emphasized its preservation. The equality of humans in
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creation led Imam (AS) to ensure that Arabs and non-Arabs, black and
white, Muslims and Christians, slaves and freemen benefit from financial
rights. Imam (AS)'s belief in monotheism and its application resulted in
treating the caliphate, associates, and officials equally before the law,
addressing their transgressions firmly, and applying divine limits upon
them when necessary.

Moreover, this study provides an opportunity to assess the degree of
commitment of rulers to monotheistic thought and its application, the status
and importance of people in their view, and their efforts to combat
favoritism, which play a crucial role in the growth, flourishing, and
advancement of society.
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- Thomas, E. (1992). Dignity as practical Reason in Kant's Moral
Theory. New York: Cornell Univercity Press.





