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Abstract

Man is a social being who lives in society and responsible behavior, as one of
the indicators of a perfect human being should be strengthened in him/her. In
Islamic societies, this can be dine through identifying examples of social
responsibility from religious sources and including them in various
educational programs. Based on this, the aim of this research was to identify
the indicators and examples of social responsibility from the perspective of
the valuable and rich teachings of the 31st letter of Nahj al-Balagha. The
research approach was mixed (qualitative and quantitative) and the research
method was a qualitative case study. Categorical analysis was used to analyze
the findings. To determine the validity of the findings, validity, reliability,
verifiability and transferability indicators were used. Based on the findings, 5
key categories including serving the humankind and social development,
gaining social experience, paying attention to the conditions and situation and
social context, solving the problems of vulnerable people and striving for the
progress and future of the society were extracted as indicators of
responsibility. 25 examples were identified for the indicators and the degree
of compatibility of the examples with the indicators from the experts' point of
view was .92 percent.

Keywords: Social Responsibility, Nahj al-Balagha, Letter thirty-one,
Examples.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Considering the comprehensiveness and inclusiveness of the valuable book
Nahj al-Balagha, there is no doubt that the issue of social responsibility,
like all issues of life, has been a guiding light in different parts of this book.
For example, Imam Ali (AS) believes that God's hand is with those who
live in congregations and calls people to avoid dispersion stating that a
person who is alone and far from society and congregations will be Satan’s
easy target. Also, from the perspective of Nahj al-Balagha, a person is not
powerless towards the society in which he lives. He learns responsibility
that everyone, at any level, is responsible and accountable for all his affairs
and deeds related to himself. No one can treat people as he wants and not
consider himself accountable. Individuals are even responsible for the way
they look and express themselves. Accordingly, in this study, indicators
and examples of social responsibility are examined from the perspective of
Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha.

2. Theoretical Framework

Various definitions of social responsibility have been provided. Zaman, Jin,
Samara, and Jamali defined social responsibility as the acceptance of
responsible social behavior in line with the desired response to the demands
of society. Wallis and Alvarez-Rodrigues defined social responsibility as
the management of organizational impact. Harjoto and Jo defined it as a set
of efforts to achieve social goals beyond financial and economic goals.
Social responsibility refers to the feeling and action that individuals
consciously and freely show within the framework of their position and
roles towards various social, political, economic, and other issues and
refers to the commitment, duty, and belonging of individuals and groups
(Talebi and Khoshbin,). This concept has economic, social, and
environmental dimensions (Blackburn). Social responsibility can also be
examined from the perspective of political citizen duties, economic citizen
duties, social citizen duties, global citizen duties, and virtual citizen duties
(Kakbedes and Kalu). Identifying the indicators of social responsibility
from the perspective of letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha can have many
desirable functions for the educational system and society. Among them,
we can mention the education of responsible, conscientious citizens who
are aware of social duties and responsibilities, creating a new meaning and
concept in the collective life of individuals, dealing with the crisis of social
identity, respecting social rights, increasing the scope of social well-being,
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and producing public good, social welfare and economic and
environmental security.

3. Research Method

The research was conducted using a mixed method approach (qualitative-
quantitative) and the case study method. In the first step and in the
qualitative part, social responsibility indicators were extracted from the text
of Letter 31. The statistical population consisted of the valuable book of
Nahj al-Balagha and all books, articles and databases in which Letter 31 of
Imam Ali (AS) to Imam Hassan Mujtaba (AS) had been discussed. The
statistical sample consisted of the text of Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha and
all available sources that had discussed social responsibility. The data
collection tool was research forms. Categorical analysis (main and sub-
categorical) was used to analyze the data. In the quantitative section, the
CVR method was used to determine the appropriateness of the samples. To
determine the validity of the qualitative findings, the categories identified
by the research team were examined. To determine the reliability criterion,
the categories were examined by two external analysts. To determine the
confirmability criterion, the entire research process was recorded and to
determine the transferability criterion, external analysts and multiple and
diverse sources were used.

4. Conclusion

The results showed that the most important indicators of social
responsibility include serving others and social development, gaining
social experience, paying attention to the conditions, situation, and social
context, solving the problems of vulnerable people, and striving for the
progress of society in the future.

In explaining these findings, it can be stated that moderation and avoiding
excesses in carrying out social responsibilities can solve many issues and
problems of society. Based on the valuable statements of Imam Ali (AS),
it can be stated that society will move towards happiness if it adheres to
Islamic ethics and rules and moderation in carrying out responsibilities in
the path of carrying out social responsibility towards serving others and
social development. The second most influential factor in creating and
strengthening indicators of social responsibility among individuals in
society is gaining social experience. Accordingly, in a society in which the
culture of study, investigation and research is not encouraged, it cannot be
expected that individuals in that society pay attention to gaining social
experience and carry out their social responsibilities in a desirable manner.
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The master of the pious Imam Ali (AS), who pays attention to building
experiences on past experiences, considers acquiring basic knowledge and
empowering people to live honorably throughout life to be the main
requirements for gaining social experience. Another component that can
help develop and nurture the spirit of social responsibility among members
of society is understanding and comprehending the conditions, context, and
social situation. Educating people with a critical attitude towards
undesirable and unpleasant social phenomena and striving to educate
empathetic, altruistic, and benevolent people will lead to understanding and
comprehending the conditions, context, and social situation for fulfilling
social responsibilities. Comprehensive support for members of society and
distributing the necessities of life among the poor are among the most
fundamental social responsibilities of members of society to pay attention
to the issues of socially vulnerable individuals.
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