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Abstract

As an orator, Imam Ali (AS) has used numerous strategies and techniques in
the process of conveying his message to the audience, one of the most
important of which is the technique of "reflection™ or "transformation™, which
is achieved by focusing on the unification of the word order of two phrases
and their identical arrangement, leading to syntactic balance of the text. In
light of the speaker's special attention to this technique in Nahj al-Balagha,
the present study aims to identify, extract, and classify, through language
pragmatics and a descriptive-analytical method, in the first step, the fragments
of speech that are based on the structure of the aforementioned technique in
the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, and in the second step, to reveal the context
and purpose of the reflection-based speeches. In the next step, by focusing on
the structure, aspect, and tense of the fragments of speech in question, an
attempt is made to typify them and to discuss the function of the
aforementioned technique with the audience. The results of the study show a
close coordination and alignment between the context and purpose of the
studied examples and the form of speech and language used, such that it can
be concluded that the speaker's goal in using the photo technique was not
simply to beautify the speech. Another result is that the photos used in the
structure are more in the form of news sentences than essay sentences and are
more future-oriented than retroactive in terms of time.

Keywords: Photo array, Nahj al-Balagha, linguistic competence, linguistic
form, credibility.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali (AS) as a master orator, in the process of conveying his message
to the audience, used many strategies and tricks, one of the most important
of which is "Antimetabole " or "transformation” which is used by the
passerby. Focusing on the equalization of the arrangement of the words of
two phrases and their equal arrangement is achieved and leads to the
syntactic balance of the text. In the light of the speaker's special attention
to this technique in Nahj al-Balagha, the present research aims to identify,
extract and categorize the parts of speech that are used in Nahj al-Balagha's
sermons through the use of language and descriptive-analytical method.
Rhetoric is based on the structure of the mentioned technique, and in the
second step, it reveals the context and purpose of the Antimetabole -
oriented words. Then, they are categorized by focusing on the structure,
tone and time of the discussed part of speech. Subsequently, the function
of the mentioned method is discussed with the audience. The result of the
investigation showed a close coordination and alignment between the
context and the purpose of the studied samples with the form of speech and
speech, such that it can be concluded that the speaker's purpose of using the
Antimetabole technique is simply beautification. There was no speech.
Another result is that, from the point of view of construction, the
interpolated Antimetaboles have appeared more in the form of news
sentences than essay sentences, and in terms of time, they are more
forward-looking than retrospective.

2. Theoretical Framework

Imam Ali (AS) is one of the orators who, in addition to expressing valuable
concepts, attached great importance to the structure and arrangement of his
speech with high linguistic ability and tried to present his speech in a strong
manner in addition to a deep conceptual load. One of the expressive and
literary strategies that Imam used a lot in the process of inducing and
transmitting the concept to the audience is the technique of "Antimetabole™
or "transformation"”. A study of the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha suggests
that Imam Ali (AS) used the technique of reflection a lot in his sermons to
transmit his ideology and thought to the audience and tried to harmonize
the concept of the speech and the linguistic form, and to intervene in such
a way that the audience does not feel alienated and listens to his advice with
more enthusiasm and is ultimately convinced of the issues raised. The study
shows that the aforementioned technique has been used to depict and
explain six contexts and purposes: first, depicting the inversion of
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situations and conditions; second, depicting futile work; third, depicting
and explaining the subject; fourth, depicting interconnection and two-way
communication; fifth, depicting lack of identity; and sixth, depicting doubt
and hesitation. In light of the prominent presence of the aforementioned
technique in the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, in the next step, while
categorizing the examples, we will discuss their function and aesthetics.

3. Research Method

Given the high frequency of the image technique in Imam's speeches and
the pivotal role of the aforementioned technique in the credibility of the
speech, the present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, is
responsible for identifying, extracting, classifying, and analyzing its
examples in the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha.

4. Conclusion

As an orator, Imam Ali (AS) paid special attention to both what he said and
how to plan a concept and convey it to the audience; therefore, both aspects
of "what to say" and "how to say it" were very important to him. The use
of the technique of inversion in the process of conveying the desired
ideology and concept, the new arrangement of previous words and phrases
in the second part of the speech, and attention to its expressive form were
in line with the same attention to how to say it. Therefore, it can be stated
that sublime concepts were conveyed to the audience with high literary skill
and ability.

The technique of inversion was used by the orator in six conceptual areas,
which are: depicting the inversion of situations and conditions, depicting
the futility of work, depicting and explaining the subject, depicting the
interconnection and mutual connection, depicting the identitylessness of
individuals, and depicting the doubts of the claimants. A statistical analysis
of the forty-three pieces of speech under study also shows the mirror
technique was most frequently used in the context of explaining and
depicting religious and non-religious topics.
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