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Abstract

Undoubtedly, in religious archaeological studies of the Sassanid era, fire
temples and chahartaqis are very important. In the doctrines of the Zoroastrian
religion, fire was one of the sacred and respected elements of the Zoroastrian
community, and with the legitimation of the Zoroastrian faith, fire temples/
chahartaqis emerged as a prominent setting for rituals and religious customs
in Sassanid society. One of the most critical fire temples of the Sassanid
period in the Kashan cultural zone is the Chahartaqi of Khorram Dasht,
which is not well known despite the fame of other chahartaqis in this area,
such as the Chahartaqi of Niaser and the fire temple of Vigol. The Chahartaqi
of Khorram Dasht is located in the southeast of Kashan near the village
of the same name, in the low-lying moorlands. Based on the evidence, it
seems that the Chahartaqi of Khorram Dasht is a type of composite building,
and traces of architectural remains can still be seen today around that
(north of the area). The present research, conducted through a combination
of fundamental research employing a descriptive-analytical approach,
together with field investigations and library-based studies, seeks to answer
the following questions: “Based on the architectural evidence preserved
within this structure, can it be demonstrated that the building functioned
as a fire temple?”, “What architectural model did the plan of Khorram
Dasht Chahartaqi follow?”, and finally, “According to Zoroastrian religious
texts, what type of fire was maintained in this fire temple?” Based on the
results, the analysis and comparison of the architectural characteristics of
the Khorram Dasht fire temple with other contemporary Sassanid examples
reveal substantial similarities between this monument and its counterparts in
several respects, particularly in terms of its architectural plan, indicating that
it was constructed according to an almost identical pattern. Furthermore, the
examination of adjacent architectural remains, such as circumambulatory
corridors, supports the interpretation of the structure as a fire temple.
Considering the classification of sacred fires during this period and the fact
that Atash-i Bahram (Bahram’s Fire) was maintained exclusively in the
principal and permanent fire temples (namely the three great fire temples),
it is most likely that the fire maintained at this site was of the local Atash-i
Adoran type and was kindled during specific occasions and ceremonies.
Keywords: Sassanian Period, Fire Temple/ Chahar Taq, Khorramdasht,
Kashan city.
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Introduction

In the Sassanid era, the central government’s attention to religious unity
led to the promotion of the construction of religious structures associated
with what is today known as Zoroastrianism in different parts of Iran.
Accordingly, the study and examination of the religious monuments
of this period play a significant role in the enhanced recognition and
understanding of historical, artistic, and architectural issues of the Sassanid
period. During the Sassanid period, in addition to the construction of
essential and prominent fire temples such as the Azargoshasb fire temple
in Takht-i Soleyman or the Azar-Barzin Mehr fire temple in Khorasan and
Azar Faranbagh in Fars, many chahartaqis (chahartaqi structures) were
built in which religious ceremonies were held; this reflects the importance
of the construction of fire temples and public buildings. Unfortunately, so
far, there are only a small number of Sassanid fire temples from the middle
and late Sassanid periods that have been identified through archaeological
excavations, such as Kuh-i Khwaja, Takht-i Soleyman, Bandian, Shiyan,
Khoune-ye Div, Palang Gerd, Dover Castle, Mil-e Milegeh, the Vigol fire
temple, and, outside the political borders of Iran, the Meleh Hairam fire
temple in Turkmenistan; this dispersion can be seen as a reflection of the
expansion of the Zoroastrian religion. In addition to the mentioned cases,
several examples of this category of structures have also been identified
in Isfahan Province, one of which is the chahartaqi of “Khorram Dasht,”
located in the southeast of Kashan, as an evidence of Sassanid religious
architecture in this part of the Iranian Central Plateau. In the following
section, we aim to address the questions raised in this study through
comparative analysis and interpretation.

The purpose of the current research is to introduce the chahartaqi of
Khorram Dasht (including its architectural elements, materials, and spatial
organization) and compare the existing archaeological and architectural
evidence of this building with other fire temples of the Sassanid era. The
introduction and analysis of this chahartaqi, in addition to introducing
a fire temple from the Sassanid period, will be a step towards a better
understanding and explanation of the status and role of the Kashan region
within the Sassanid territorial sphere. The research questions are: “Based
on the evidence preserved in the architecture of this building, can it be
proved that it was used as a fire temple?”, “What model did the architectural
plan of Khorram Dasht fire temple follow?”, and finally, “According to
Zoroastrian religious texts, what kind of fire was lit in this fire temple?”
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Discussion

The Chartaqi of Khorram Dasht is located in Isfahan Province, Kashan
County, 20 km southeast of the city center, northeast of the village of
Khorram Dasht. The building stands on a stone platform (soffe) situated on
a moorland to the east of the village and is aligned with cardinal directions.
The stone platform (soffe), in addition to providing a foundation for the
Chartaqi, extends approximately 2.5 m on all four sides and probably
covers the circular ambulatory corridor of the building (Fig. 3). Of the
Chartaqi building, only its four main pillars have survived, while the
arches have been reconstructed. Unfortunately, no information is available
concerning the construction method of the dome due to its destruction;
however, it can be assumed that it originally possessed a high oval dome,
by comparison with the surviving domes of other contemporary structures.
The thick pillars of the Chartaqi measure approximately 290 cm in width
and 450 cm in length, and rest on a square stone platform approximately 4
m on each side; on the interior of the building, each pillar is considerably
wider, thereby creating a bench-like surface near floor level. Between the
base pillars, portals open in the four cardinal directions, which connect to
the Tawaf corridor behind the pillars, as is typical of many four-arched
Chartaqis of this period. The width of these corridors is approximately 155
cm, and large stones are used in the core of the walls. The wall is visible
on the east, west, and north sides of these corridors. The central space of
the Khorram Dasht fire temple is square. Inside this central space, precisely
in the middle of the building, beneath the now-vanished dome, a circular
structure 100 cm in diameter can be seen, which most likely represents the
remains of the base of the fire altar or the stone bench of the fire altar (Fig.
7), since a centrally placed fire altar was one of the essential elements of
Sasanian fire temples. Furthermore, in the northern part and at a distance
of about 4 m from the Chartaqi, there is a stone structure, which comprises
a sizeable quadrangular space aligned with the pillars of the Chartaqi in a
north—south direction and incorporates side rooms; traces of plaster coating
on the walls and the windows of the rooms have survived to the present day
(Fig. 10). The walls of these rooms are approximately 5 m in length, and
the surviving portions stand about 110 cm in height.

Conclusion

Analysis and comparison of the architectural style of the Chartaqi of
Khorram Dasht with other contemporary Sassanid samples discussed in
the preceding sections reveal similarities in several respects, including
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the building plan and materials employed in its construction. The layout
comprises a central square space with four portals on each side and a
peripheral corridor comparable to known religious buildings of the Sasanian
period. In Dietrich Huff’s classification of fire temples and Chartaqis, this
complex can be placed within the second group of Sasanian Chartagqis,
since a Tawaf corridor is observable around it, and the building can most
likely be identified as a religious structure functioning as a fire temple of
the Sassanid era. The materials used in many Sassanid Chartaqis and fire
temples consist of stone rubble and gypsum mortar, as observed in the
Chartaqi of Khorram Dasht in Kashan. Given the limited number of known
fire temples that housed an Atash Bahram, it is probable that a lower-grade
fire was maintained at this site. Consequently, in the Chartaqi of Khorram
Dasht and fire temples of this type, which lack complex architecture, the
Atash Adoran (local fire) was venerated, and the remains of the fire altar
are located at the centre of the fire temple.
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Fig. 1: Geographical location of the Khorm-
Dasht Chartaqi on the GIS map (Author,
2022).
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Fig. 2: Aerial view of the Khorm-Dasht

Chartaqi (Google Earth, 2024).
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34).

ulwlfw:‘a);suju)l{p M“m "M&oswn)’!: Mnéb

S0 48 plab g e 3l V¥ L g8 diled (YL )3  yiegilus F00 59>
ik o yxe ¥V ogas  Janl dilhie cond U 8Ly glas) cocwl y20 0
1S sl g j asliwlio (¥ jmgms) ((AA YA (o) o 5,3 cdom)
a5 95 Lol Jlasn | lg oo Lol ccmnss cawd jo oMbl 5687 copss Jdod
arsls (S g o35l ail caSYamsl oy slaly plu susle BbaiS 4y
o gl e gl o gl 5 o YA a5 b By Aol e
(@) Do) Lo J&1o 548 p20 ¥ g )5 (MSbrgye (g5 9y 45 Lbb oo
39 tawl oad Lo a S SGop 50 sl cSows pdaw sloul el ol oy ope
S S pais ol (7 gl 140 .S ) Copo Jub gl )3 45 (S0
gLyl g yro 0l Yoo Jsbo 4y 513 )0 Lo LS Jls po a0 3)la5 0929
Ly Lolbis 55 . (F pyaas 14 .S ) sl o 5l Voo o0y 3Lzl (clmsSis
St Ly (a3 48 el s ol Lol syl 5o ylize sla 35y
ol lusbs (eloosSiisl Jolate cola IS 31 g o oy olosls (slind S
(¥ ympal g .S .0)
o5 32 jla e asidio (g)lane yolie (Shld lnouSiisly 5Lk
Byl 0 (I 5 Ll aye 03 g8 itian oy o e slad e
S by Lol S(AY AR oy an 5 oLz 5 sotle) ol U jlen crselyen Ly
eldlas bl ol sl aupe 4nly 1o Lo slyles dan Lol ksl
Jolis g oy o Slulw 893 55 0080l (sl 48 3905 Gl 0l 0 4B 90
035 gl 5o 0aiiSablal glagyoly 5 paSylen 5 HlatS uade oL G
50 00liwldyge (sLa sl (9, 85,8) A8 (gui muund )3 L(FAV VYAV () 35)) Coml
5 4903 ymydeliie (LT () g oo a5l 4568 douw yo Sl (laouSis
bgi g cosld 458 48 canye U1 Ly T (Y . coul 3550 53 dsssSeanl) oloss L



oS B g B151 ga ) LSS iz i LS, My 9 Lws

(VYA 0 IK) (LSl Cudsp s B0, ka Jlowd glod . .
(DU wdgilio 5 5535

(YFAA (05, 55) Cudze i (30 o J515 JSuS ool (gLad

(IYAA 015,150) Cuopo 31 das Cudzo b BU o 52 Wiged (Yor :I¥Qe (gomol) Caopo Jud Cide i U, jo Hged

0uols (0B 150 b (0e0)3) 45" 090 (311,500 (Ggmw 53 390 0 dis dbols ] gynl,
LooaS_ial 51 pgd 4365 el 51,8 39y s LoyST Lo i bLsyl (ghyls 5 as o
sl aouStT (7 .ol g0l gpnly b o€ (S ase 3L Lass oy
OBt 2B g coloud 48,8 103 g0l by a8’ IS 08 3L S Jols
s ang b cosopys 08zl Yaasl .(Gropp, 1969: 166-173) cowl
Lo Bl (Bo (hayiedr bl 035 355 (At pgd 4355 31 355 9lme
Sz b Lopiie sl Bbles Jol 458 caoles o (s ais 09,5 w40
Lo 03,8 abolol b Bl bl 45 lagyaly L oo ola ylez pyo 4555 1)
o=l L pgo diwd ailen Lo Bl pow 4563 sanimn 008l 5 45)lo i
5 15 s dene) lodit abolal Lalsl dLa BBT L Glols copnl, (clo b 45 eyl
3 0lsSee o (Sgelpo dbgome 4o dngi L cotapys 5aSiasl (7Y A YAF ¢ il

OV dgd 98 pmparias S 0) ob sl Bon sanaibs jl pgd 09y

SOl Glere polic g ol of gas

4OV 0u5)K) plils cldnes
Fig. 4:
elements of the Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi,
Kashan (Author, 2019).

Architectural components and



N\

#EA s o

/

Glybl Glgb slac¥ls dlges 0 yuguas P
OYaA w..\.?,lf&) olals Cld ey u_!?U)l.Qe
Fig. 5: Examples of circumambulatory
corridors around the Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi,
Kashan (Author, 2019).

ulwlfwa‘a)»u_éu)l.w FM "Mlin,w)ﬂ: spw.:”tb

Sl )l 8 ol s jlan )0 (b ggys Lol Jolbas ;o :8lgb Y15
bosye Lajya ety Slob gpaly 4 pas ool 6la BBl 5l 6l alen 45
Shim s Kw 515 yto 85Lw V00 39 Lo ¥ls slalnd ol oy e d5g b o
oy (o (B A s 50 )l50 g ot 4388 S Laylgs Sloe Aoy 5
(D yogea) ki ey 15 L ¥l ol

09—“")“-’ d‘j_b u}”.) SLL =) ])‘.) (Codpy 0uS_is] duas L 2P ke

Lo 36l plw vlie cosopys 8u8asl M ccwl Lol 30l
adh S (g 5 $399 142 9 502 sl b mle el (Sl
(! 03¢ A_:.gdl)'a MK)Q (Y s..\_wl.,L;o ..\.;;S\.\_gb l_u u_l:d =29 )2
(S3Sye pope slimd yiily Jdoas o pys basSiasl dids Loy o 0y
Ji_"’g éu\iun)]’ ) u_,La;L.: l_, MLMJ)B ‘l_a..’ el 9 u—’ﬁ“")“-’ 69)_b')
IYAY ¢ s oli) 4ol 05 (YFY Vo) ()8 on 5 (5)50b,la100)

5 Sun J eaSiasl cOYY YAF (el g 48 coso) oSl ((FYA-YY
30825l «(Ibid: 247) Syo «(Huff, 1974: 251) pis yobs Faild Soloys

Jese «(VF OYAF ( Slesy) olod & ABalol sLTpe ((YAY 2\ YAF ofi]) ,85



/
1¥od o35k Bygd FA Bylomit @ é{g&uﬂ 7;2
\

(YR DY oyt gy cdesme) lder (V50 NYAA (o0lye) 4l
yogad) ol (YYY AYAF li) ol (olaousisl fy 5 05 SUS Bl Lo
9 u—’lﬁ"b 2pal jd 4544;0[42» 4\539_;» o)l_wl G| Mlm () ‘_Jj\.\_> 4
50 5 s 3y dte (Blboylas £ 45 51 008l ol el Lascie Lo 030
bl ds gerne S

S92y Jdod s g cobops Bbyley 5Sye sliad 1l i
climd oyl 1515 55 .l yro lus Yoox¥0e oLl Ly Gly bl clacSays
Sl ansly 352y (lo 48 (a8 50 50 Lo g 5o Lids (5555
b Jme Ll Ylaus ! 48 055 0 003 yio 6law Yoo ylad ay JSibopld
LSLQOJSUM.J uLA9)lA)| u_§4 <\_§|).> (VY yo9a5) Cowl ulJ._mj 555;»4 L UIMT
wlie ccnls 8 oaslasl (she (aso )0 45 cowl gb ol ( slolw
ssilooyis (glind L7 pnls 3uSsl )3 0la5ige s |y (6900 (sLinb i
JSog 8usisl o (MY IYAF ( Bls) litaSys pyas Jo 3085l yo gl
blodas , bas a a S 0g 05 sdaliw 30 (YFY ) Fo) ) S0 o (5)5015 A1)
5l aslisoye i . oyls cobdpys (Bl 4o calos (olisis] (88 coabse
35 3955 ledlbl laasl b L oSw asle Lind oyl J5ls Jleas | polic
LSLD)J)&J_NJ o uaSine J_».) pal yo 454.:9?0\42’ uT Lg)g)..ol Cordg g
el o dusoy ol Sy S lob

NN <
Sl %

(VA 05,185) Cudzpys (6, il Joxo

(VEY SV Eo ) (ol S0n 5 (5905 i) JSug 01T yiul (535w 9 (ol

olaeadl Jomo o> Cwoow FU iF pmgad
Sy Caor 9 QLA Cdizops (AU
o2l g plowieSs o o olusddl oo
S 9 ] Srg 08T il aly Joomo
<€ .(F) 045,5)
Fig. 6: Locations of fire altars: (top left)
Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi, Kashan; (right) Mal
Hayram, Turkmenistan; (bottom) Vigol Fire
Temple, Aran and Bidgol (Author, 2022).



N\

/ru%df 5

e G Cunide B (BU )l ddl daanglio g oy 1 3 BrpniEl

/
domlio S8 SLaly 5| ddiges Y yguai P = A ———
RS AN - . ats = =\ —
(V¥ 0.5,150) ob&lfu_w;.ap uJb)LQelg L'_ _'_l = T—-/
Fig. 7: Examples of structures comparable to -
the Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi, Kashan (Author, 8. - [ I ] -
—
2022). P i & = S
asSLits] iz i Siley>
=l | FRlrhed o
L‘ .J )| =g
E A | [ | L -
s m— L =
= -
90
L,\ls lol ;bl iin ol
» x
|~
) wliodgﬁ slaly Olascin 1) Jods TR
V(00 005y 55) LSS Cobd oy (Ul ; Enﬁ w
Table 1. Characteristics of structures il \
comparable to the Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi, Slio Juo oldgs 9550 JSalow
Kashan (Author, 2022).
Ao B glrousis] s S
SRl | ghged | ol | bl | ) | Sge | i mb | SSbs | (Sa B | eSSl | e | SNy Solome
3 e s A £s s s s * @% C)M{-
% ,, # * Sl oY1 g‘.
-.1a 3
® # ® ® S S S S * » ot ¥
o9l b,
ady las p-
% - % * # - _ & '\(;—
&9 Soow
S s S S s S S S * lﬂ‘gb_"“ !
OIS oo

hloxs sl outs axs L &8

@ g Siwady 1 Slwls jace slals ;)

ool L cidisee (cla iso cibu 10 3y5lp g0 llas jlcccnpys Bl
Lngosf JLQ&MMYB Lg‘:\_'sl.&\)g) L;Lm&mo}b )‘ ASU)s_aou_,Jq ‘J._:.)yu
du;cb.b 9 Cawl 0dud oolaswl C_?L.)}Lo e 03)5)5“09.6 gw Ly adlaie d])_‘o‘
el 31 ool L _30es coladuls 1 S0 1 -390 od 003 LSt 53 ol
5 o s Lo Gl iy 3l asliwlie .asuis aus Lo g8 el s Siwassy
3l wcansl 00Les B g5 codi o] o Jud o b 45 x| dihaie
1559_70 5Lmdl) 9 Lﬁdub el uﬁ')g) cCowl ‘:AOL> uLMj)J J8l8 0}9)_9‘ 9 0dLw

Solwo cdlls 5 By U)o

31 sliad oS iy o pasas Lol (¥ jogai 4y .S

12 LIS Sy byo] (s LoliiylS A28 s 392 0 ossbgy 5 5] L3bles
Y So Ly (b iS5 il (gpte 8l Ve dgas 0 slamept sla )i 3
il (A3 (gliad (S a8y o sy 9 4B Sy 18 550 1 90 S5 sds
Lo ol don dolio )50 (sla Bb)lka llas o)l 45 ol 1S5 ¢ Lls



V¥o0) o335L Byg3 FA bylaib

Olgred sxsloas ais b GLuSy SasSS L 5 5 bile « Swan¥ 5l g )50 p 5
FubEL) b 08yt a5l pladel liwl Lo (Bbsles 51 (B e
3D gdasxe) slodaadB 5 1wl ((YOY VYR (g el) SS (YA ()8 g
S sl b lex ST el oais ds Lo Siawas¥ 51 (1FAY (o, San
sbSiw L ol Joobbss 5 Siw Blo gshau 5l ggpn sles 5o Slule
sloagl g z o calaw jo 4_§u_§a..§g sl g CS by g )_>g§\>5§
Slane sla Sing 500 51055 0 osalitie 0 0)93 ol (Sicw gL aals
asly loojlu 5l glassome S50 )0 ol 88 )18 o (las oo Lt
dge3 o)Ll Lol pliwl )3 b 055yt (SBL)les Hlie ((Sb)les 4o

(A y2 )

(VFRA (05,\55) Cardde o 30 loar (V20 0.5 55) 055 yand 36,

S ddged (Asb by Glstie cings paser Sl bl plo b oLals
rases Ul ple )0 (glese )il g 3 Lol Lo ool (gylare p)8 Bl
Sl F8a Gles o cJlte (lgis b 3505 oarlins jud oMl Jolsl b Sluwlu
135 ha5xe) s juad  oyles oyloe L (Schmidt, 1937: 337-338) olaels
el g tegSs lyoii g el 35y9 L oy v 13500 0y Ll (Y Y AF ¢ el
a8 o5 Ao 4o laouSCasl g i omde slaly i Lo 19y olyl 4
Slez (yloxe i Jous w9y (slinep (6,503 dulio 0lg5 oo Lo cynanys
i 5)9))'| 45.)‘)91_?:.3‘ (Ao 40 eJSHM.:TJ_:J,u J..J,g])é» L;o\l.w‘ slalo &
U\A-’ uLon 45\)9_.0.: o)Lﬁ::‘ (VA5 VYO cgpum) _\J)iw‘ Aot (AY WWAS ¢ cdw
(A zgad) B (Sl e o Joa g Lais ) (b

o2 WYY Jlo o caidpyd (Bbka sl aS 05 o)Ll ol aunls
slaiys 9 sla wedy Hlals Lg)i_.im)?? swdzluo ‘L;Ah)sul)m &ylol lawgs
LgL.u U"" Ls)L..o)b 9 Cnpo doy PIJ_QI Cnfuﬂ_o 9 g.fv_w)‘ oalawl LJ ((Ls_Ql.:)‘.Q‘.>
Alo0g05 Moyl

/
Doy 505
AN

A dwdly ojlw wlin 3..:9@.: N ETW-\]
Chom) ¢yl 095l Cannly oo uﬁU;lee
@l ) lals CLd ey ujl’i)lq.g >
< .(Y¥)
Fig. 8: Right: An associated structure of the
Chartaqi Shir Kuh, Nain; Left: The Khorm-
Dasht Chartaqi, Kashan (Author, 2022).



Sloxe Oy wlieo b dlged A jigai B
@l 5 (@S Flwlw LT 33 (S0l

OFAA 00y K0)  (doxammno)
Fig. 9: A similar architectural plan form
in Sasanian (palace) and Islamic (mosque)
structures (Author, 2019).

bd) (28 29000 Gl g ,UT Ve mgus B
S glalad claoe 59y (Syedl
VAN 0.5)K0) HlLals cudn ey (AU
Fig. 10: Traces and remains of plaster coating
(blue line) on the walls of the Khorm-Dasht
Chartaqi’s additive spaces (Author, 2019).
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Table 2: Physical characteristics of the
Khorm-Dasht Chartaqi Kashan
(Author, 2019).
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