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Abstract

Following the invasion by the people of al-Sham on Kufa and the
indifference of the lIragis to the looting, Ali (AS) considered the two
components of "religion and loyalty" to be the cause of social integration,
the lack of which has led to disunity in the Iragi army. The division of Iraqgis
is revealed by looking at the united and submissive society of al-Sham. The
reason for the obedience of the Shamians has always been discussed and
disputed; However, whether religion and humility as a definitive and
universal law have caused unity in Umayyad Syria needs to be analyzed and
investigated. This research has identified the concept of religion and Hami’at
(zeal) through a descriptive-analytical method and investigated the factors
involved in the existing harmony in the Levant. The result of the study show
that Muawiyah, knowing the pre-Islamic beliefs of the people of al=Sham
developed the religion and zeal of the people in line with his goals. Relying
on these two components, he formed Ottomanist and urban supremacist
streams of thought and took advantage of the power of these two streams of
thought.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

After the battle of Safin, Muawiyah sent his commanders to the provinces
of Kufa one after another to create terror and take over Irag. The people
of al-Sham used to kill and loot the areas under the rule of Hazrat Ali
(AS) (Khatbah/27). In the meantime, the Iraqis, despite their large
population and power, showed weakness and were not ready to face the
Sham Army (Sermon/69). Ali (a.s.) gave harsh speeches condemning the
Iragi army and stated: "Isn't there (don’t you have) a religion to unite
you? Isn't there a sense of honor and zeal that ignites anger within you
(against the enemies)?". Imam (a.s.) considered the lack of two
components "religion and honor" to be the reason for the division and
weakness of the people of Irag. In contrast to the division of the Iraqis,
the unity and obedience of the people of al-Sham is very well known. An
example of the integrity of the al-Sham can be found in the selection of a
judge by Muawiyah in the midst of Safin: the people of al-Sham did not
even ask Muawiyah's envoy who the selected representative was !
(Shushtri, 1376: 10/476)!

However, the Iraqgis objected to Hazrat Ali (a.s.) in choosing Ibn Abbas
and sent Abu Musa Ash'ari, who was completely against the Imam's
policies, to Duma al-Jandal (Khatbah/238). This is just a handful of the
many cases of disobedience of the Kufis to Amir al-Mu'minin (AS). This
research seeks to answer these questions: what factors did the people of
al-Sham’s alliance originate from? Was the unification of the people of
al-Sham due to adherence to religion and integrity in the land of Sham? In
case of carrying the truth of this word, how can it be that Iraqgis, despite
the wise leadership of Ali (a.s.) and the presence of prominent
companions and companions of the Prophet (pbuh), lacked religion and
zeal, and in contrast to al-Sham with a ruler like Muawiyah and the
teaching of religion by Bani Umayya, the cohesion of its people is the
result of religion and zeal between them.

2. The role of al-Sham people’s variety of religion in their
convergence

In one sense, religion refers to cults and rituals, and in another, it refers to
an area of human existence that supervises actions and behavior, and its
meaning is close to conscience (Paketchi, 1400: 24/346). The people of
Syria learned the new religion for the first time through Banu Umayyah
and their like-minded people. Mu'awiyah's method for teaching religion
and training the people of Syria was in clear conflict with religious
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principles and Islamic teachings (Khakrand, 2006: 89). He took two
important measures to unite the Greater Syrians in religion;

A. Strengthening the Ancient belief of the people of al-Sham about being
Obedient to the Ruler

The principle of obedience to the ruler was very important in the society
of Syria. Knowing about this intellectual background, instead of teaching
the correct Islamic method, Muawiyah endorsed these false beliefs.

B. Creating the Ottoman Movement to Confront Ali (a.s.)

The government of al-Sham was the manifestation of the dominance of
the Ottoman religion. The promotion of anti-religious ideas caused
division among Muslims. A term that was used to express such opinions
and was a source of pride for the people of al-Sham (Tabari, 1387: 5/43).
Ali's religion was opposite to Uthman's religion (Nasrabn Muzahem,
2002: 771).

3. The role of al-Sham people’s zeal in their convergence
"Zeal" is, in fact, a sense of bias to cooperate with and help between
people who are connected to each other by one of the bonds of life such
as kinship or having the same political beliefs; Therefore, all national,
professional advertisements, feelings related to national pride are a kind
of zeal (Radmanesh, 1357: 28). Having a ritual for the people of al-Sham,
could be the connecting link among seemingly different tribes and groups
that would gather everyone around a goal. Muawiya also took two
important measures in this regard.
A. Using the trustees of al-Sham
Among the elders, the best person who could carry out Muawiya's plans
in the field of religion and zeal was Amr Ouas, one of the influential
figures in al-Sham (Dasuqi, 1998: 91) and Shurahabil, the ruler of the city
of Homs (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Bita: 3/83).
B. Falsification of hadiths in the supremacy of Syria
Mu'awiyah hired people like Abu Hurairah and Ka'b al-Ahbar to put
Sham at the center asking them to spread fake hadiths in the virtue of al-
Sham (Ibn Asaker, 1415: 1/259 and 238).

Obedience to the ruler; The requirement for the effectiveness of
religion and zeal in victory

Mu'awiya had made the people of al-Sham subservient to himself with
tricks, but Ali (a.s.) was not willing to make the people obedient in this
way. Imam Ali (as) believed that whoever aims to implement the rules of
religion and preserve the values and interests of the society should not use
these methods (Sermon: 41) and said: "And | know what is the medicine
for your pain and how to straighten this crookedness. But | don't want to
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correct you, while I ruined myself. " ( Khutbah/68). Unfortunately, the
people of Irag have neither a firm religion nor sufficient social zeal. Such
a group and population that lacks a solid social base, in fact, will be the
biggest problem for a resourceful leader. On this basis, the Prophet said to
the Iragis: "By God, the one whom you have helped is humble and
humiliated" (Khatbah/68).

4. Conclusion

In the study of the causes of unity in the people of al-Sham, two groups,
Ottomanists and urban supremacists, were identified. The people of al-
Sham, under the influence of these two streams of thought, formed a
coherent army and opposed Hazrat Ali (a.s.), Relying on the pre-Islamic
beliefs of the al-Sham, Muawiyah institutionalized the principle of
obedience to the ruler and made great use of this principle to achieve his
goals. On this basis, Muawiyah gave orders and the people obeyed him
without any reason. Accordingly, two components (religion and zeal)
even if they are used in the wrong way, are unifying and victory-creating.
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